and publithed by: Mr. P. and | 
+ entitiled;. ‘Serious: Reflettions: Gn tha 
part’ of. Mr. on, of Faith 
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Courteous 


READER; 


E intreated to believe me, 1 bad nos 
fet Pento Paper about thts Contre- 
verfie,bad we been let alone at quiet sm 

our Chriftian Communion. But being 

affaulted for more than fixteenyears ; wherein 
the Brethren of the Baptized-way ( as they bad 
their opportunity ) have fought to break, ws 
in pieces, metriy becaufe we are not in thar 
way all baptized firft': I conld not, I durff not, 
forbear to doa littie, sf st might bestofettle the 

Brethren,and to arm them againft the attempts, 

which alfo of late they begin to revive npon 

That I deny the Ordinance of Bapti{m, or that 

I have placed one piece of an Argument aganft 

(though they feign ) quite 

tolour of truth, Add fay, That the 
| Church of Chrift hath noc Warrant co keep 

- out of their Communion the Chriftian that 
4s difcovered to be a vifible Saint by the Word, 

the Chriftian that walketh according to his 


Light.with God. * J will not make Refleftions. 


upon thofe unhand{om brands that my Brethren 


bave laid upon me for th, as that ama» 
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Mackivilran, a man devilifh, ‘pr ond, infolentyst 
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many years fince to [ome of the Baptifis, to whom 


Bunyan, 


_ To the Reader, 


elamptuous, and the likes neither will. 
The Lord ‘rebuke thee; words 
to be poke to the Devil, then a Brother, But 
Reader, read and compare, lay afide Prejudice 
and Judge. What Mr. Kittin hath done in the 


matter I forgive, and love him never the worfe, 


but muff land by my Principles becan(e they are 
peaceable, godly, profitable, and {uch as tend to 
the Edification of my Brother, and as I believe 


wil be juftified in the day of Judgment. 


bavealfobereprefented thee with the Opi- 


nion of Mr. Henry Jefic, in the Cafe, which 
providentially 1 met with, as I was coming to 
London to put my Papers to the Pref, and that 
st was bis Fudgment Afferted to me, known 


st was fent, but never. yet An{wereds and will 


be Attefted if need {hall require. Farewel. 


Thine‘in all Chriftiast Sezvice, 


according to my Light'and-Power, 
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Differences in Judgment about Wa- 


ter-Baptifm no Bar to Com- 
munion, | 
SIR, 


fetlion of Faith, which rendreth:a 
Reafon of my freedom ro Commu- 
nicate with thofe of the Saints and Faithful, 
who differ from me about Warer-Baptifm, 
have read, and confidered, and have weighed 
them fo well as my ra#k and abilities will ad« 
mitmeto do. But finding yours (if I mi- 
{take not) far (hort of acandid Replication ; 


chofe smpertinencies everywhere fcatrered up 
and down in:your Book 5 bur alfo, «that iat 
‘my fimple opinion, your rigid and-Church- 
difquicting-Principles are noc fic for apy Age 
and ftateof the Church. 

Bur before Tenter the body of your Book, 
-give me leave a litle to difcourle you about; 
Preamble co che fame, wherein are tw: 
mifcarriages unworthy your prerended-feriouf. 


nels, Ddecaufe void of love, and Rumilic 
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Our feemingly ferious reflections upon © 
that parc of my plain-hearted Con- 


I thought ‘convenient, not only cocell yowof 


A 3 ‘The 
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oom, 
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phat not heed or uate 


oppofition to what L Affert, chus tram 


about Water 


ftiematizing me for a Perfon of THAT 


Pager. 

Anfw, What it is that gives a man reve. 
renice’with you, know fot; but for cerrain, 
He that defpifech the Poor, reproacherh bis 
Maker: yet 2 poor man is better than a lyar. 
To have gay-cloathing, or gold-rings, or the 


_Perfons thac wear them in admiration; or to 


be partial in your judgment, or refpects, for 
the fake, or upon the account of flefh and 
blood, doubtlefs convictech you to beof the 
Law atranfgrefior, and not without partiali- 
ty; &c, in the midft of your feeming fancti- 


Again you fay : I bad not medled with the 
Controverfie found any of parts that 
would dsvert themfelves. to take motsce of YOU, 


PAL. 2. 


edone fyllable of a rcafonable Argument in 


Perfon, my-Gifts, and Grace ( have any ) 


‘fo difdaintally your feet? . Whar a 


Read kind of a YOU ami? And why is M¥ 


fal. Hi, Rank fo mean, that the. moff 


might beWiiregarded. Is not this 


+ - 

> 


gracious and 
Realy among you, may not duly and foberly 
“guides of what I have faid? es it ‘hot 
the art of the falfe Apoftles of old re 
clius ? to befpatcer.a man, that his Déttriae 


| 


~The firft i is, In that you clofely difdain my @ 
 Perfon, becaufe of my low delcent Rank 
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ontemptible, didnot uletobe inthe mouths, = 
of the Saints ; for they knew the Wind blem Joh.3.8. 
it lifted. Neither is it high birth, 
m worldly breeding, or wealth; but 
Blove, grace, and thé wifdom that comes from*""> 


J 


4 


me Heaven, that thofe who ftrive for ftrictnefs of, 
a order in the things, and Kingdom of Chrift, 
fhould have in regard, andefteem. Need 
you a Lecture? Hath not God chofet 
fooli(h, the weak, the bale, yea and evem,, 28. 
ion things that are not, to bring to nought things: 
that are? Why then do you defpife my rank, 
my fate, and gualityinthe World? 
Be As for my Conféflion of Faith, which you 
allo fecretly defpife, pag.t. Ifitbe good, and 
De godly, why may it not be accepted? If T have 
{poken evil, bear witnefs of the evil; but 
ee well, why fmiteftchoume? If you, and the 
Brethren of your. way, did think ic conveni-, 
ent to thew co the» World what you held 
ie if perhaps by that means you might efcape che: 
Prifon: why might noel, after above 11 years 
mdurance there,give the Worldaviewofmy 
Faith and Practice; if peradventure, wrong 
Thoughts, and falfe Judgments of me, might 
by thac means be abated; andremoved. 
But you fuggeft ; Idid it, becasfelwafe — 
willing to be known in the World by my SIN 
GULAR Faith, and Prathice. 
How fingular my Faith and Pradtict is, 
may be better known to you hereafter bus 
that ic for a popular applaule andfame, 
as-your words feemitobéar (for they proceed 
from a taunting Spirit ) ‘that wil, be, 
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better'in: the day of God, when: your 
farmizes of your Brocher, and my de~ 
Luk12-1, Ggns inswriting my Book,’ will be'publithed: 
Wnd-even*ow, before I go any. further, 
give»you: atouch of the Reafon of my 
publifhing that part: thereof which you fo 
| hotly oppole, 
was becaule of thofe-continual Affaulrs: 
rigid Brethren of your way, made, 
nor only upon this Congregation, to rent it; 
burealforupon many others about us if: per- 
adventure they might break'ws in piecés, and 

draw: fromus Difaples after them. 
» Affaults:( Lfay ) upon this Congregation 
by-timesj for mo defs chan thefe fixceen or. 
eighteen years Yeayimy felf they have fene: 
for; and endeavoured.co perfwade me to break 
Communion with my Brethren; alfo. .with 
many others: they have often tampered, if 
haply -their feeds of Divifion might take. 
Neither did they alcogecher fail of their pur- 
pofe, for fome they did rent and difmember | 
from us 5, but none buc thofe, of whom new “| 
they: begin. to be afhamed. The Judgment 
of God fo following their defign, chat the 

Peeforis which chen thy prevailed upon, are. | 
now ftink, and reproach co Religion,» Nei. 
ther were thefe Spirits, content withthatdif. 
cord.they' did fow anongus, ‘but they pro. 
ceeded to feize others, -But-to pafs cheles 
‘Fhe wild, and unfound Pofitions chéyihave 
co maintain stheir Practice,. would-bo 
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Now; Sir, to fettlethe. Brethren (che Bre. 
ihren of our Community ) and to prevene 
1: Mich diforders among others, was the caufle of — 


publifhing my Papers: and. confidering 

in Houfe of God, I | 
no lels than to give. them warning, | 

man wight deliver bis Sowl, 
You proceed, faying, Jt my liberty, as 

as others into whofe bands st falls, toweigh 

you have {ard in Truths balance, andsf — 

be found too light, to rejett st whether-you 

eAn{w. Do but grant.me, without mocksn 
Vor me, the liberty you defire to take, nd 

helping me, I defire no more to fhift-for 

felf amongyou. | 

As to your faying; that I prowdly and im- 

per soufly infult, becaule L fay they are. Babes 

| q 4 Carnal, that attempt to break the Peace 

Communon of Churches, though upon bet- 

pretences thaw Water, You mutt know 

fill of that mind, and fhall befolong 
Lfee the Effects that follow,eix. The breach | 

et Love, taking off Chriffians from the more 

a cighty things of God. and to make them i 


and bave beart-burnings one againfs 


Me Where you are pleafed tochargemewith 
for laying thofe Eighteen particular 
rimes to the charge‘of SUCH who exclude 


briftians from Church-Communion, and debar 
bem.thear Heaven-born Priviledges, forthe 
that, which. yet God never made, the 
all of Divifion between ms, (pag. 
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about Water-Bapts 


made Water-Baptifm chat Wall, andchatthe @%, 


ftrels of the after Eighteen Charges tye whol- © 
Ty and only inchat; then you maytime 
nough call my language fuch as wanteth =. 
Charity: but I queftion though that was (%, 
granted, whether your faying, 1 RAGE, ¥ 
will be juftified in the day of Judgment. ym 
My great noife (as you call it) about an 
initiating Ordinance, you fay, you (hall take 
#0 norscé of. pag. 
eAnfw. x. Alchough you do not, muft: th 
For if Baptifm be not that, but another; | 7 
and if vifible Saints may enter into Fellow- gm 
fhip by that other, and are no where for- | Qy, 
bidden foto do, becaufe they have not light | jen 
Warer-Baptifm: it is of weight tobe>) 
confidered by me; yea,and of others too wha pel 
_ are unprejudiced. | Fai 
2. How ignorant you are of fuch as hold iF 


it the initiating Ordinance I know not : nor Minot 
how long you have been of that perfwafion 17 
know not. This I know, chat men of your 
own Party, as ferious, godly, and ic may be 
more learned chan your felf, have within lefs)) 
than this twelve-month urged it. Mr. D, inj 
my hearing, did from Rom. 6,1, 2. inthe 
Mecting in Lorhbury affirm it: Alfo my much ' 
efteemed Friend Mr. D. A. did twice in 
Conference with me Affert ic, ~ 
But whatever you fay, whether for; off@ther 
againft, ’ctisno matter; for while you deny ite 
to be the entering Ordinance, ‘you ju 
the Wall, Bar, Bolt, and Doors even bil 


I fay, when you can prove, That God hath 
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which muft feparate between the righteous 
Mand the righteous ; nay, you make want of 
WLighe therein, a ground to exclude the moft 
WGodly your Communion, whenevery Novice 
Gn Religion fhall be received into your bofom, 
Sand be of efteem with you becaufe he hath 
© (and from what ground God knows ) fub- 
co Water. Baprifm, 
F Iam glad chat in page 4. you: conclude 
With me what is the initiating Ordinance: 
\ but withal, give me leave to correct, as I 
) think, one extravagant expreffion of yours, 
7) You fay, *Tis CONSENT on all bands 
and NOT HING elfe, that makes them 
| Members of particular Churches, and not Fath 
and B 736 Be | 
Ife you need not in particular have rejetted 
Fai : your firft Error was bad enough, 


pe ? NOTHING elfe but Confent ? What? 


fo much as a refpeft tothe matter or end 
then are not all che Communities of all 


t/Bhe High-way-men in the Land, truly Con- 
Churches of Chrift ; unlefs you can 
sprove chat they hold together, mot by con- 


ele What? Confent and nothing elfe? But,’ 

h why do YOU throw out FAITH? why, 

a) §hrow out Baprifm ; which becaufe you can- 
PePot as to the cafe in hand fetch in again, 

teetherefore OUT muft Faith go too, Your 

tion is much like that Harlots, that ftood to King, 

itwaps judged by Solomon, who becaufe her own © 

ste hild was dead, would have ber Neighbours 


we 


e 
=e 


therefore word it better, while 


Differences about Water-Bapts|m, 
killed alfo: Faith (Sir) both in the Pro! 
felfion and Confeffion of it, is of immediacy 
and alfo abfolute concern, even in’ the im 
aét of the Churches reception, of this or ano. 
ther Member. Throw out Faich, and there 
is no fuch thing as a Chriftian, neicher vift 
nor invifible : ~You ought co receive no mai, 
but upon a comfortable facisfaction to 
Chorch, that you are now receiving a Belic. 
ver. Faith, whether it be favingly chere og. 7 
no,"is the great Argument with the Church 
in receiving any : we receive not men as men,’ ut 
but'the:man immediately under chat fuppofi. 
tion; He bath Path, be wa Chriffian, Sirs 
Confene, fimply without Faith, makes ‘no? 
man aMember of the Church God; 
caufe ther would a Church not: ceafe be of 
Church, whoever they received among them, far 
Yea, by this Affertion you have juftified the = 
Charch of Rome it {elf, to beto this day both & 
good, and godly, uitlefs you can prove ‘that’ 
they did at felt and do now receive their | 
Members, without their own Conf 

TheChurch hath no fuch Likeny to rene 
ceive men without refpect co Faith 5 yea Faith 
and Holinefs, muft be the Effencials, or Bais, 
upon, and for the fake of which you receive 
them’: “Hoinefs ( I fay’) ‘yet not fuch as ise" 
but’ which is fuch inche jat 


heart of it: Pray you in-your 


fligh:.and trample upon me, 
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no Rea to 


a ~The Besipensts you fpeak of, I did not in 
firft: (pag.68.) produce to fhew perfons 
Sunbaptized. might hold Communion with the 
a Church ( though I. am fully convinced they 
ey) ) but to thew, that knowledge of thole 
Perfons, of their Faith and Hol in general, 
sought firft to be fhewed to the Church, before 
phe can lawfully receive them, 9.25526, 
127+ 1Cor.16.10, 2 Cor,8.23, 
Astomy Anlwer toa Queftion (pag, 70.) 
pwhich you have at pag. or-yours corrupted, 
d then abufed: [tell you again, Thar 
difcovery of Faith and Holinefs, and a 
of the willingnefs of. a Perfon to 
se fubject himfelf to the Laws and Government 
/ ef Chriftin his Church, is a ground (uffici- 
to receive fuch a Member. 


Bat you Is none of the 


Chri 
; An{w. It. is none of thofe Laws, neither 


Bay part of them, that the Church, as a 


Bibeic that Baptifm be given by, Chrift: our 


ip him by as a Church. ‘Shew mé what: 


Church, asa Churchus to practifeat, as 
thole Laws and Appointments that he: 
bath commanded his Church to to him 
Ber Obedience by- 

Again, That to 
af Ormote, that was ever-required: by: 
feecy ofthe Primitive Churches, of him thae. 
al ould hold with. them or that 
| it 


‘Church, {hould: her Obedience by. For 
tothe Church, yetmor for them to wore. 


Shurch.Ordinance it is; when,or where. 
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‘jt infafeth fuch Grace and Holinefs into thofe 


| needs be unfavoury to godly ears. 


and tell me, Becaufe I plead for Faith, and 
(they are m 


isto be put betwixt thole Rules chat 


Differences 
that fubmit thereto, as to capacicate them for} 


{uch a Priviledge ; or that they did acknow. | 
ledge ita fign I find not in all the) 


- 


I find not (asI told you in my firft ) 
Baptifm is a fign to any, but the Perfon that is” 
baptized. The Church hath her fatisfaction 
of the Perfon, from better proof, Col.2.12, 
«Cor. 15.29, 2. 38, 
& 22,16. Pet.3,21. 
Itold you alfo, That Baptifm makes 
no Member of the Church, neither doth iti. 
make thee a vifible Saint; giveth thee; 
therefore, neither right to, being of 
ber|bip at all Why, Sir, did you not Anfwey 
thefe things? but Arp them with others, 
you were unconcerned troubling your Rea- 
der with fuch kind of infinuations, as mull 


» You make the Moral Law none of Chrifts, © 
tart Mofes's 5 not the Sons, but the Servants; g 


Holinefs, according to Moral 
words, pe 

by we ought to oy. of the : 
bers; that is | 
to me than Chrift. pag. | 
Sir, Know you t, that a differendii 


the Effentials of Holinels, and thofe chat. 
themfelves are not fuch ; and that that-@ 
Faith and the Moral Law is iy a Fe 

theotherr? 
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Bar toCommumon, | 
Is not Love to God, abhorrence of Idols, 
forbear Blafpheming, to honour our Pa- 
rents, todo no Murther, to forbear Theft, nor 
to bear Falfe witnefs, nor Covet, &c, arenor 
(I fay ) theleche Precepts of the Lord Jefus, 
becaule delivered by Aofes? Or, are chefe 
a fuch as may better be broken, than for want — 
of light to forbear Baptifm with Water ? Or, 
AY doth aman while he liveth in the negle& of 
thefe,and in che time buftle about thofe 
. » you call Gofpel-Commands, moft honour 
)Chrift, or beft fit himfelf for Fellowfhip 
€) with the Saints? Need I tell you, That che 
"Faith of Chrift, with the Ten Command- 
ments, are as much now Gofpel-Commands 
wh as Baptifm ; and ought to be in as much, and 
‘far more refpect with the holy ones than that, 
or other the like. | 
thall I cell you; Thae Baptifm will 
@ncither admic a man into Fellowfhip, nor keep 
him there, if he bea tranigreffor of a Moral 
ts, recept ; and thar a man who believeth in 
fefus, and fulfilleth the Royal Law,doth more 
nd igiorifie God, and honour Wigs in the. 
el. qWorld, than he that keepeth (if there were 
mo many ) ten thoufand figurauve Laws. 
Asto thofe Commands that refpect God’s 
MP PAnfticuted Worfhip in a Church,as a Church, 
bad have cold you that Baptifm is none of chem, | 
you have been driven toconfefs ic:. The of 
then muft firft look to Faith, chen. 4% 
Living according to the TenCommand- 
chat fhe muft refpect thofe Ap- 


| 
of our Lord Jefus, 
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Differences abont Water-Baptifon, 
“her outward order and difcipline, and 
fhe walks-as becomes her, finning if fhe neg- } 
He&teth either 5 ‘finning if fhe over-valuech 


either. | 
why did you not Anfwer thofe 
¥ produced for the ftrengthening of my 
gument, viz, Rom.14.18. Dewt.23.47. Fam. 


2,8, 12, 1Cor. 9, 21. §+9, 10, 

Gal. 6.15, 16. Phil, 3. Tim, 1.9,10, 
20.28, 32. Rom. 13.13. Fam, 4. 11. 
Deal fairly ; Anfwer thofe Texts, with 
Argument made upon them 5 and when yous® ,;, 
have after a'godly manner done that, you! 
may the more boldly condemn.” 

~ You tell me, That in page 9 3° of miiie, 
fay, None ever received Bapti(m witboat 
‘What if I did? (as I did not but 
“And now I will ask you, and 
deal fairly in your Anfwer, May aman bel 
avifiblé Saint without light therein ; 


he Have a good Confcience without ‘light ,,; 
therein? And{eeing that Baptifaris none of 
the worfhip that Infticuted: in hishy anc 
Church for them: to praétife as 
muft“he be kept’ dark abourall other things. 
concerning theWorfhip of God in his Churchy Lig 
until *hereceivelight therein? 


*h, on. 


°“¥ourhave anfwered already, pag. 7. and 
“they ought to be afhamed, and tore fh 

abomination (cheir fprinkling ) BEFO! thom 
come to'bave a fight of the pattern tf the 
of God,‘the goings anathe Comings there 
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no Bar to Communjon. 
But, Sir, whete dovyoufind want” of | 
Light in Water-Bapti(m, or becaufe a mam 
hath been Sprinkled,that he isto be ke ptdark — 
in all others Temple-Infticutions, . cll he be: 
afhamed and repent of thar? Pray produce — 
the Texts,for Ezekiel helps you nothing ;. He 
5 {peaks only of the Pattern of the HOUSE; 
dhe goings ont, and comings thereof, “As 
for rhe coming JN, you have alfeady con. 
«g feffed, That Baptifm is not the entring-Ordi- 
nance, And as for the Worfhip thar'Chnft 
hath Infticuted in his burch, asa Church, 
4 fay (and you alfo have faid it page'40), “Bap- 
i) tifm is none of the Forms thereof, . none, 
of the Ordinances thereof, none ofthe 
Laws thereof: for Baptilm is, as tothe Pra» 
Ctice of ic, chat which is without the Church; 
withouc' the Honfe of God: Then by your 
be own Text, if aman do repent him of :bis 
Chriftening in his Chifdhoad, he may be. rex 
ceived into Fellowfhip without fubmicting to 
WBaptifm:: willnoe {train you tod 
Youadd,: Js it 4 Lugbs that 
besng tod Pritepe ? 
Who faidit® » Yer it’s bis Light 
Faith abour it, thatcan make him 0 do. 
acceptably: 
You askiagain, Suppofe men plead want of 
Ut they bemnot fuch, che 
of ‘which, difcapaciates him of Member= 
flip,» he nay yet be. received to Fellow 
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Differences about WaterBapts[m, 
Bur what if aman want Light on the Sup: @ 
? pag.7- / 
dies There is more to be faid in that cafe 
than in the other 5 for chat is a part of thae 9 
Worfhip which Chrift hath Intticuted for his 9h; 
Church, to be Converfanr in as a Church, @ 
prefenting them as fuch, with their Commu. Ff 
nion with their Head, and with one another “Jr 
as Members of him. The Cup of blefing tn: 
which we ble, w it not the Communion 
of the Blood of Chri? The Bread which we :. 
break , is. it not the Communion of the Body of “tor 
Chrifi? For we being many are one 
and one Body ; for we are all partakers of thar % 
one Bread, 1 Cor. 10,16,17. Wherefore 7 
this being a Duty mcumbent on che Church, 
asaChurch; and onevery Member of thac | 
Body as fuch, they are obliged in that cafe, “ys 
more clofely to deal with the Members, than 7 
_in that wherein they are not SO concerned 
and with which as fach, they have N O- 9 
THING todo. Noman baptizeth by vire ™ 
tue of his Office inthe Church; no man is 
baptized by virtue of his Memberfhipthere. for 
But what if aman want Light in bis Duty to 9G 
the Poor ? pag.8. 
@Anfw. he doth, God muft give it him 5 
I mean to know his Ditty as a» Church- 4k 
Member, Now I will add, But wharif hey 
that can give a fhilling, giveth nothing? [gan 
fuppofe all char the Church can do,in 
cafe, is buc to-warn, co exhort, and charge 
him, and to fhew him his Duty ; and if he ein 
neglect, to thew lum, That be that to 
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fhall not reap plentifally, 1 Cor.9.6. 
“BBout to cut aman off forchis, as you for- 
Gwardly urge, pag.8. would argue chat Church 
H at leaft I chink fo ) a little too bold with fo 
High and weighty acenfure, I plead nor 
for the Chur/e, but feek to allay your 
- : And fhould it be granted that fuch de- 
as you would haveit, this makes no 
Vmatter co the cafe in hand. 
Now whereas you fugeeft, That Moral 
Boil are but fins againft men, pag.8. Youare 
f “Boo much unadvifed ; The Moral Evil (as 
you call ic) whether you refpect the breach 
che firft or fecond Table, .is firft and im. 
¢ Pamcdiarely a fin againft God; and more in- 
Pefferable, yea and damnable, chan for aman 
wantof Light to forbear either Bapufm 
the Lord’s Supper. 
But fay you, We bave now foundan Ad- 
"Wocate for Sin agasnft GOD, in the breach of 
Wane of HIS holy Commands ? | 
<Anfw. Asif none of the Moral Precepts 
HIS, Bur, Sir, who havel pleadéd 
Mor, in the denyal of any one Ordinance of 
gp God ? Yea, or for their neglect of it either ? 
What I fay, is bur chac men maf have Light, 
Mechac they may not do in darkuefs, or Papift- 


live by animplicie Faith. | 
so I fee you put no diflereiice, between 
[gan open breach of the Law, and a forbearing 
pmachat which to him isdoubtful. Bur I will 
acafe; There is a man wants Light 
Baptifm, yec by his Neighbour. is prefled 
co it: he faith he feech it not to be his Dury.; 
B2 the 
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Differences about Water. Bapti/m, 
the other faith, he fins if he doth it ‘norte 

Now fecing whatfoever not of Fath, nd 
what fhould this mando? It you fay, 
ufé the means: I fay fo too. But what,f 
if when he hath ufed it, he ftill continueth 
dark about it what will you advife him 
Hf you bid him wait, do you not encourage 
him to live in fin, as much as] do? Nay, Won 
and feeing you will noc let him for want of 
Light inthat, obey God in other his Infti. 


tutions, what is it, but to fay,Secing you live: 


for want of Light inche neglect of Baptilm, mil) 
we wilfmake you,while you continue fo, livelguf 
(though quice againft your Light) in the Beri 
breach of all the reft; And where you are gghe 
Commanded thus, youmay fhew the place 
when ycu find it. | 2. 

Now where you urge, that you are one off @ur 


them that fay, The Epifiles were writ to par- af | 


ticular Churches, aud fo ferve nothing ‘at aly 
for our kind of Communion: Urging 
That st will be difficule for me to prove, 

they were alfo dircéted to particular Saints. @ 
with there were nothing harder 


that were good for me co do. 

But what fhould be che reafor that our® 
Author, with others of his Opinion, fhould ii 
fickle fo hard to frove all the Epittles werea 


wrte to particular Churches? Why, becaufe 


thofe’ Members were, as they think, every oné imax’ 
‘baptized; and fo the Epiftles from which 
‘fetch our Arguments forthe Love afid-Conaim | 


cord of Saints, co be only proper to themes hi 


But if this bg crue, there is 


oo 


, 
> 
the 
| 
- 


and more than ever ‘dreamed of, .in 
of. Water-Baprifm: For if that 
all take away che Epiftles, and confequente 
may the whole Bible, from all chac are noe 
aptized ; then are the other Churches, and © 
allo particular Saints, in a very deplorable 
Mondition, For he asketh me very devoutly, 

Whether any unbaptized Perfons were concera- 
in thefe Epifiles? pag.o. Buc why would 
take from us the Holy Scriptures? . Ve- 
chat. we might shave nought to 
our practice withal: For if the 
riptures belong only.to.baprized Believers, 
¢/aBhey then belong not to the reft; and in 
. if they could perfwade us to yicld 

this grant, we (hould but forrily juftitte 
rastice, But would ask thefe men, 
¢ Word of God came ont from them? or tf Joh 17.14 
to them only ?.,Or, whether.Chrift 1 Cor. 14. 
th not given his. whole. Word CO every one 3“ 
believeth, whether, they be baptized, or 

an, or oUt of Church: Fellowihig ? Fob,1 7, 
Te, whether every Saint, in. fome forr, hath 


Bar to Communion,: 


the keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
it hich are the Scriptures and their Power? 
\d Would co God they had more: mo- 


@e{ty, thanthus co take fromall others, and | 
propriate to themlelyes, and, that for the 
of their Re- 

10M, fobigh, and glorious a Priyiledge. 
Bus we wall.come alittleto procf:. What 
this Aut hor fiadan that 


as! 
@ 


. 
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was in Aguilas??? 
houle, 


pians, and Coloffians 


Differences avout Water-Bapti/m, 4 
houfe, although many more Saints were the | 
inthe Ciry? ‘Yea, the Apoftle in his falay 
tation at che beginning, imbraceth them on/pq) 
Brethren, without che leaft intimation 
their being gatiered into Fellowfhip ; Tom 
that be at Rome, beloved of God, called to hs 
Saints, Grace to yon, Oc. Chap. 1.7- Tod it 
there, to all in that City, beloved of Got iF 
and that are Converted to the Lord Jef | 
Chritt, A Church there was in 
houfe, and that there were many more Saim | 
befides is (and that by the Text) as manifef | 
Befides, confidering the Rules chat are give 5 
them inthe 14 and Chapters about cha 
receiving one another, doth yet ftrongly fug © 
geft ro me, that they were nor yet in fellow © 
fhip, but as it were now about it, wha | 
Panl wrote his Epiftletcothem. 

The firft Epiftie written to Corinth, 
alfo wrote co all them that in every place cable” 
upon the Name of the Lord Fefus (bri 
Chap:1.2, But ic will be hard work for on 
Author to make it manifeft, that wove in tho 
dayes did callon the Name of onr Lord, Wy 
thofe that were fir baptized, 
The fecond Epiftle alfo, was, not onl 
written to the Church at Corsath, but alfor 
all the Sasnts which were in all Achaia. Wy 
the Galatians. and Theffaloxians indeed, 
falutation was only to che Churches there 
but the three Epiftles before were as wellt® 
all orber ; as alfo thacto che Ephefians, Phila 
in which the Faschfag 
and in Chrilt ‘Jefus were alfo every 
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no Bar to Communion. 


hey Church was che Epiftle to ‘the Hebrews wrote? 
or the Epiftle of Fames both thofe of Peter, 


and the of fobx? Nay, that of Fobn 
was wrote to fome at.that ume out of Fellow- 


thip, shat they might bave fellow{hip withthe 


burch, Chap. 1. 1,2, 3, 4. So that thefe | 


Od Brethren mutt not have all the Scriptures ; 


sol 4) we have then a like priviledge with all Saints, 

clu) to ufe the Scriptures for our godly editying, 
id. and to defend our felves thereby, from the 
in affaults of thofe that would make fpoylofus. 


tefl But to pafs this, and come to the next. 


OW and wound the of the Godly, dife 

he ssember and break their Fellowfhips it. al- 
) though an Ordinances for the prejent prudently 

tobe (pag.86..) 

At this (as faid) you object | 


and fay, Did I ever find Bapti(m a or 
Plague toChurches 2? And did ever God fend — 
Ordinance to be a Pelt and Plague to bss 


People ? 


for any fuch end at all: God's Ordinances 


om) are none of this, in themfelves; nor if led . 
as,and for theend for which God fentthem. 


Buc yet both Baptifm, and che Supper of 
om baci, have (by being wrefted our of their 
| place) been a great affliction to the Godly 


to means of Bread, which the Devil, ‘be 


comprehended. Befides, Towhat particular 


You obje& for that I faid, Jf Water 
Bapti{m (asthe Circumflances with whichshe 
lug Church was peffred of old) trouble the Peace, 


Anfwer; Lfaid not that God did fendi ic 


oth in this and other Ages. What fay you - 


B 4 abuftmg, | 
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Differences about Water-Bapti(m, 


abufing, made an Engine in the hand of Pa. © 
piffs to burn, ftarve, hang-and-draw thou- 
fands? Whar fay you to Jobn of Leyden? 
What work did he make by the abufe of the 
Ordinance of Water-Bapufm ? with | 


this Age nor given caufe, through the 


Church-renting-Spirits that fome are poflefied 
wich, co make complaint of this matter ; who 


have alfo had for their Engine the Baptifmn | 
with Water: Yea, your felf Sir, fofaras m 


Fcan'perceive, could you get bur the oppor- 
thnity 5. your felf (1 fay ) under pretence of 
this innocent Ordinance, as you term it, 
wotild'nor {tick to make in-roads, and out- 
roads téo, inall che Churches, chat fuic not 
your fancy;intheLand. For you have‘al- 
teady'been bold to afhrm, That all thofe that 
have baptized Infants, onght to be afhamed | 
| Anh repent, before they be fhewed the Pattern 
Bee Houfe: And what is this but to 


téatén, that could you have your will of @& 


them, you would quickly take from them 
their prefent Church-priviledges , ‘and let 
themAee not.:ing thereot, tll chofe qualifica- 
tions, efpecially fubyection to Water-Baptifm, | 

was found to atrend each of them. 

“Asto the Perfons you fpeak of, Who have 

rent Churches in pieces, by making Preaching 
by Method, Dottrine, Reafon and Ue, tobe 
Antichriftians Or, becaufe they could’ nore 
have other Miniftrations performed after their 


fancies ( pip. 41,12.) the smpradence of 


with your felves, hath been heart-break~- 
to manya graciousSoul ; an high occafion 
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no Barto Communion. * 


{tumbling co the weak, ‘and a reproach td 
wayes ot the Lord. That it may be pris 
dently fhunned, | referred you then for-proot; 


to what fhould be offered after: but ac ward 


1 | You cry ont,and fo pafsit. 

And now Reader, although this Authet 
1 © hath chus objected againft fome paflages in this 
» firft Argument for Communion with Pers 
1  fonsunbaprtized 5 yer-the body of my Argue 


he muflech, and paffeth over, as athing- 


“Mot worth the ‘Antwering ; whecher becaufe 
f Re forgot, wor becaufe he was conf{cious to 
,  mimfelf, that he knew not. what coda theres 
@ith, Iwill noc now determine. 


; x. I effectually prove, That Baptifms is not 


the initiating Ordsnance. pag. 71.— 75. 
2. I prove, That though st was, yet thecafe 
| | fo fall out,that Members might be received 
it. pag.82, 83... ban 
prove, That Baptifms makes no mana 
ble Satat, nor giveth any aright to Chetchs 
Ecllowfhip. pag.76-. 
_ 4, L prove, That F aith, and a Life ‘cole 


dug the Lawoof the Ten ( ommand ments, 
be the chief and moft folsd Argamen wubtrie 


WR burches to recesve Saintste ¢llaw{hip 
5. Lprove,: That Circumeifion in Fleh, 
Which was the entring Ordinance of old, wasa 

ype of Circumesfion mthe heart, oc.p.7 9,80. 

[hele things, with others, our Aut hor lec= 

pafs; although inthe proof uf thema. 

the ftreneth of this firtt Argument 5 

which} mutt 1 increat him in his next, co 


Scri ptures 


ais eye, and give fair Anfwers as. allo co the 
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Differences about Water. Bapti{m, 

_ Scriptures on which each are built, or he muf 
fuffer me to fay, [ am abufed. Further, | § ‘ 
makea queftion upon three Scriptures, Whe 


ther all che Saints,even in the Primitive times, 4 
were baptized with Water ? to which alfo k = 
anfwereth nothing; whereas he ought 
have done it, if he will take in hand to Con 
fure, ( TheScripmuresare, 1 Cor.1.14,15" 
16. Rom.6.3- Gal.3.27.) Yet were they 
effectually anfwered, my Argument is No © 
thing weakened, 


You come to my fecond Argumeut, draw 4 
ftom Epb. 4.4,5,6- Upon which a lick 
more now to inlarge, and then to take nou 
of your Objection. 
The Apoftle then in that Fourth of th — 

Epbefians, exhorteth the Church there wit 
all Lowline{s, and meckne[s, with long -[uffering 
and forbearing one another, to ENDEAV 
to keep the Unity of the SPIRIT in thebm ~ 
PE ACE, veri, 2, 3. This done, he pre 
ents therm with fuch Arguments, as migh. ~ 
faften his Exhortation to purpofe upon them, 

12: is, Becanfe the Body is ONE 
33, 23,24, bere one Body; therefore they fhould 
25,26, divide: For if the Church of Chrift bess 

< Body, there ought not to be arent or Schilt © 
among them, 

His fecond Argument is, There is 

Spirit, or one quickning Principle by whi) 

the Body is made to live: for having Affertel 

before thar Chrift hath indeed a Body, it wage 

meet that he fhewed alfo, that this|Body had 

tiie, and motion, chat life, being 


oth 


_ 
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other, than chat nourifhment, or Spirit of fife, 
from whichthe whole Body fly joyned | 

and compact, by that which every joynt fupply- 
th, pat to the effethual working of the 
in every part, makeih increa(e 
body,to the east ysng of xt felf im love, Eph. 4.16. 
_ Now chis Spirit, being firft,and chiefly, mithe | 
Head,theretore none other but thofe hold | 


| andthe bond of peace. 


Fath, by which we all fland juftified by one 


of the 


the Head can have this nour: [bment minifired to 
them : Befides, This is the Spirit that knits the | 
Body together ,& makes it increafe with the in. 
of God,Col.2.16+T bis isthe tasty of the 
Spirit which he before exhorts them to keep. 

3. The third Argument ts, Becaufe their — 
Hope is aifo but one. Even asyou are called 
(fash he) in one Hope ef your calling: 
who fhould fay, My «eal if you are. 
called with one calling, if your Hope,bothas 
tothe Grace of Hope, ard alfo che Object, 
be dat one : if you hope for one Heaven, wd 
for one Eternal Lifes then maintain phat 
of the Spirit, and Hope, while here, 1 in. ete 


4. The fourch Argument 1s, There is ome 
Lord, or Husband, or Prince, to whom thus 
Church belongs : Therefore it we baveiHut- 
bands but ome, Lord, and:Prince but ose, let 
us not rent into many Parties, as if we had 
many Husbands, Lords, and Princes, to go- 
vern us, as his Wife, his Houfe, and ‘King- 
dom, 1s Chriff divided 2 
The fitth Argument is, There a one 


one Fauh by which we 
elcape 


Lord Jctus Chiift ; 


no Bar to Commumon. 
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only they that have it are blefled 5 yea, feeing © fz 


Differences about Water-Bapti[m, 
efeape the Wrath of God ; one Fasth by which ¥ 


there is but ome Faith, by which we areall — ,, 
put into one way of Salvation, letushold to. © ; 
gether as fuch. 
6, The fixth Argument, There % one Bap. 
tifm. 
Now we are come to the pinch, wiz, o¢ 
Whether it be that of Water,orno? which 
I muft pofitively deny. C 
x. Becaufe Water-Baptifm hath nothing 
to do inaChurch, as aChurch ; it neither 
bringeth us into the Church, nor is any part ~ 4a 
of our Worfhip when we come there; how } 
then can the Peace and Unity of the Church 
depend upon Water-Baptifm ? Befides, he 


faith exprefly, It is the Unity of rhe Spirit, 


( not Water ), that is here intended: and 
the Arguments brought to inforceit, are fuch 
as wholly and immediately relate tothe Duty “9 
of the Church, as a Church. ot 
Further, That other Text, that treateth «© 4 
of our being baptized into a body, faith exe | 
prefly ic is done by the Spiric; For by one |) % 
we are all baptized into one body, 1 Cor, 
12,16. Here isthe Church prefented as un- 
der the notion of a Body ; here is a Baptifin 
mentioned, by which they are brought, or inie 
tiated intothis Body: Now that this isthe 
Baptifm of Water, is utterly againft the 


. words of the Texts For by one Spirit arewe 


all baptized into one body: befices,. if che 
Baptilin here be of Water, then is ictheinis 
wating Ordinance ; buc the contrary] have 

proved, , 


an 
28 
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Bar to Commution, 


proved, and this Author ftands by De. | 

rine. So then, the Baptifm here, refpedting 
the Church as aBody, and Water having 
# nothing to do to enter men into the Church, 

* 4) nor to command them to practife ic as a 
(Church, in order to their Peace, or Commu- 

- | /nion, or refpecting the Worfhip of God as 
uch: And ( I fay again) the Baptifm in 

ythefixth Argument, being urged precilely for 
1 other purpofe, but with refpect to the 

Churches peace asa Body 5 it mutt needs be 

> S°THAT Baptifm, by virtue of which, they 
“> were initiated, and joyned cogether in one: 


“sand that Bapcifin being only chat which the 

5 this theretore 1s thac one 

Baptifm. 

7. The other Argument 1s alfo effectual ; 

» There is one God and | Father of ab, who is ~ Perf 6. 

1 “bove all, and through all, and in you all, 

1 Swe are one Body ; it coit there be but one Spi- 

“wit; if we have but one Hope, one Faith, and 
baptized by one Spsrse into that one Boo 

1 «© tly; and if we have but ome Lord, one God, 

» | Vand hen every one of uss let us be alfo one : 

> let them that are chus qualified, both 

together, and hold in one. 

* Buc our Author againft this, obje&teth, 

hat, now J smploy my Pen againft every | 

~ and give the lye to all Expofitors, for they bol 

"this one Bapti{m, to be none other than that of 

ater. 

4 4 An{w. What if I fhould alfo fend you ro 

Anfwerchofe Expofitors that expound certain 
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thews brand us for Anabaprifis; mutt this 
drive you from your belies of the Truth ? 
Expofitors L reverence, buc mult dive 
own Fasth: Godhath no where bound him, © e; 
feli to them more than to others, wish relpeg ‘te 
totherevelation of his Mindin his Word, 

» .But it becomes not you to run thus to Ex,, ¢ 
pofitors, who are,as to your notions in many fi 
things, but of yefterday: Torbe Law, ang 4 
tothe Téfiimony : For out of the mouth of E 
Babes the Lord hath ordained ftrength. rai 

Bur you bid me tell you, What mtan by 
Spirst-Bapts{m ? 

Anf{w. Sir, you miftake me, I treat not th 


here of our being baptized with che Spirit, 
with refpeét to its coming from Heaven into: A, 
us; bys of thac act of the Spirit, when 7 
come, which baptize:b into a Body, @ gc 
Church : Ic is one ching to be bapiized with” fo 
the Spirit in the firft fenle ; and another co be 
baptized: dy ic inthe fenfe I treat of: for the 
Spirit co come upon me, is one ching ; ands 
when come, toimplanc, imbody, or gb 
baptize! me into the body of Chrift,is another. 
Your Queftion cherefore is grounded gh: 
amiftake, both of my Judgment, and tht 
words of the Apoftle, Wherctore thus! 
foon:put.an end to your, Objections (pag. 14) Mai 
Forche Spirit to come down upon me om, Jet 
thing ; and for che Spirit to bapcize, or imy fay 
me into the Church, is another for Mime 
¢ poficiied wirh the Spirit, is ene thing ; ant 
to be led by chat Spiric, isanothers 
clude chen 3 Sceing the Afgizrtent cakér 


&, 
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Bar teCommumon. 

“Bhat one Baptiim, refpecteth Church-Fellow. 
properly; and f{eeing Water-Baptifm 
 medieth not with it as fuch; it isthe other, 
Ay Seven, that in x Cor.12,16. that is here in- 
“ended, and no other, 

_ But youadd, If nothing but extraordinary 
| Gifts are called the baptifm of the Spirit ina 
Y fenfe; then that baptifm, 1 Cor, 12. 

be Water-bapts(m, aswell as that invke 
Epbefans. 
» Hold: You make your Conclufions before 
6) you have caufe; Firft prove thar in the Ephe- 

» Jans co be meant of Water-baptifm, and thar 
Of Baptiim in 3 Cor. 12,16, isthe Baptifm 
4 you would have it 5 and then conclude my 
f° Argument void, 


it isthe Baptifm of the Holy Ghoft _ . 


@ according to the common notion, J fay not ; 
t) for youco affere it ischeBaprifm of Water, 
be geves the lye tothe Text: Buc that it is an 
ht. “act of the Holy Ghoft, baptizing che Saints 
nd = Body, or Church, you will hardly be 
Of able to make the contrary appear to be truth, 
= But behold, while here you would, have 
14. ghis to be Baptifm with Water, how you con- 
ht “$radict and condemn your own Notion : You 
Sfay Water-baptifm is not the entering Ordie 
4) “Mance ; yet the Baptifm here is {uch as bapti- 
om us sntoa Body: Wherefore before you 
my day next time that this in 1 Cor, 12.16, is 
of Water-baptifm ; affirm, that Water- 
ind is the switiating or entering Ordinance, 
your Opinion and Dottrine may hang 
together, 

We 
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Differénces about Water-Bapts(m, 
We come to my third Argument 5 
to prove, It is lawful to bold Church-Comm 
nion with the godly ‘fincere Believer, though 
hath not been baptized with Water, becanfe by 
hath the DOCTRINE of Bapts{ms, 
Which Deftrine I diftinguith from the Py, 
fice of ic; the Dettrine being that which by %, 
the outward-fign is preferited to us 3 or whi 5 
by the ourward-citcumftance of the adi 
preached tothe Believer, wiz. the Deathd “ 
Chrift, my death with Chrift; alfo his Re ~y 
{urrection fromthe dead; and mine with him 
to newnels of life. This our Author callah> i: 
one of the flrange/t Paradoxes that be bah & 
LIGHTLY obferved. 
An{w. How light he is in his Obfervatios 
of things, IT know nor: This Lam fure, th” | 
Apoftle makes mention af the Dottrine 


Now that the Doétrine of a man 


or Ordinance, is fignificacion of 
Preached, is apparent to very fenfe. Whati 
Chrift’s Doctrine, Paul's Doctrine; Scripture 
Doétrine, but the Truth couched utider th ¥ 
words thatare fpoken? So rhe Doétrine of 4 
Baptifm, yea and the Doétrine of: the Lordy 
Supper, ar¢ thofe Trurhs or Myfteries 
fuch Ordinances preach unto And cha?! 
the Doftrine of Baptifm in this fenife, is 
great end for which char, and ‘thé Lordi 
Supper was inftituted; ‘is appaten¢ from 
the Scriprures ic is that whith ‘the A 
feeketh tor in chat fixth? the Re pA 
mans, Know you not that many of 


baptized into Fe[us Chrift, were baptized 
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no Bar to Communion. 


WED is Death? Therefore we are buried with 
im by Bapti{m, that like as Christ was 
ou aifed from the Dead by the Glory of the 
ather ; fo we (hould walk in newnefs of Life. 
or if we have been planted together in the like- 


of bis Refurrettion, Rom.6.3,4,5. What 
th 9s here difcourfed, bucche Doctrine of, or chat 
ti Swhich Baptifm teacheth with an intimati- 
hd Yon, that chat was the chief, for the fake of 
Re which that Shadow was Infticuted ; asalfo 
him “thar they that have che Doétrine,or that which 
As Gignified thereby, they only muft reign with 
bath AChrift. 

© Again, This is that which he feeketh for 
ion @mong the Corinthians; If the dead rife not at 
th” faith he, why then were you baptized for 
Phe dead Cor, 15.22. | Why then were 
an, baptized? =what did Baptifm teach you ? 


h 
h 


What Doétrine did it preach toyou? Fur. 


tether, Buried with bim in Baptifm, wherein 
ie w/(o you are rifen again with him, throngh the 
th» of the operation of God, who railed bim 
tig th: dead, What is herein chief afferted, 
the Doétrixe only which Water-baptifm 
heeepreacheth ? with an intimation, char they, 
sand chey only, are the faved of che Lord, that 
femave heard, received, and that live in this 
eDoctrine, 2, 12, 13. 
The fame may be faid of the Lord’s Supper, 
gee allo hath ics Doctrine. But againft chis our 
objeccteth, faying, Thar this called 
Doctrine of Baptifm, Lam yet to learn. | 
an C | 


of bis Death, we fhall-be al(oin the like- 
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Differences about Water=Bapti{m, 
eAnfw, Your ignorance of the 
makes it notan Error: But I pray you, what 
is the Doftrine of Baptifm, if not chat which §! 
Baptifm teachech, even that which is fignifis 
ed thereby? As that is the Doctrine of | 
Chrift, and the Scripcure:; which he and. - 


- they teach as the mind of God, of 


But you fay, J took the Dotirine of Bapts(m’ — 
to be the Command that a Believer frouldbe 
for fuch ends a the Gofpel expref- 

ci | 
Anfw, To affert that a figurative Ordi. 
nance is of God, is one thing ; but the De 
Strinal fiznification of that Ordinance is ano, 
ther: Aman may preach the Command, yer” 
none of the Doétrine which Baptufm preach- 
eth, The Dottrine lyeth not in the Com. 
mand, but the myftery difcovered co Faith, 


Etrine of Bapti{m, why doth the Apoftle 
that, and the Dottrine of Baptifm, things di-  » 


flint, in Heb.6, 


Anfw. The Refurreétion fimply confe 
dered, isnot the Doétrine of Baptifm, but) 
Chrift’s, and mine by him. Befides, there is 
more i it than the Myftery of this Refur- 
rection; there ismy death firft, and then my 
rifing with him, bid 

But you add, Under the Law, allthe Sa- 
erifices of that Difpenfation, with their 
baths, were Types of chat Chriff, who was thé 
fulflance of alt thofe Ceremonies. If any fo) 
them then that profeffed Faith inthe Mefia® 


‘ 
\ 
Dy the act, 
| 
| 


no Bar to Communion. 


them, as this Advocate of the Prattsce under 
| Debate, they had the richer aud better Sacrs- 
fice. 
, Anfw. Firft, That the Brethren which re- 
 fule to be baptized, you and I would have 
f them, refule ic for wane of pretended Light, 


becomes you not to imagine, unlefs your 


 boldnefs will lead you to judge, chat af men 
want fincerity, that comé not up to owr judg. 
ment. Their Confcience may be better than 


deft known to himfelf, may forbear co give 
them conviction of their Duty in this parti- 
, cular. Buc what? Becaufe they are not ba 
tized; have they nor Jefus Chrift ? Or,mufk 
* we now be afraid co fay Chrift is better thai 
Water-baptifm? Yea, God himicit for che 
i fake ot this better thing, hath {uttered in his 
Church a fufpenfion ot fome of his Ordie 
ances, yet. owned them for lus truly Con 
_ ftituted Congregation. What fay you tothe 
Church in clic Wildernels? J touched with 
my firfl, but. perceive you lifted not:to 
meddle therewith, That Church received 
Members, che way which was not preferibed 
bue directly againftthe revealed Mind of 
§ God; yet ftood a true Church, their Members 
‘ true Members; alfo that Church in. chat ftare, 
be m was fuch before whom, among whom, and to 
of © whem God continually made known himfelt 
Cio 


Te 


, 
i 


either yours or mine; yet God, for purpofes . 


to Come, fhould upon {cruples, or want of prea 
tended Light, neglett the whole, or part of that — 
Typical Worfhip; why may not a man fay of 


7 
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Differences about. Water-Bapts[m, 
gabe: their God,: and owned: them for his 
~, “sand now Lam faln upon it; ler me atictle 
inlarge This Church, according ro the then 
Infticuted Worthip of God, had Circumci-. 
fion for their entering-Ordinance,Gen, 17,535) 
+4.‘ without which it was unlawful toreceive 
withoutit was received, was to becut off, and 
caftout‘again, Further 5 Asto the Pafleover, 
wasutterly forbidden to 
Now if our Brethren had 


as exprefs prohibition to juftifie their ground. 
els Opinion, as here is to exclude the Lincir- . 
~¢umeifed fromtheCommunion of che Church’ 
andche Pafftoyer; if they could 
ic Wriecen, No Unbaptized Perfon. (hall 
no Unbapized Perfon (hall eat of the 
Supper what a weife would they makeabout 
But yet let theReader-obferve,that although, 
afi Auchor faith Baptifm 1s, nor; yeay 
though: ‘this Churcly:was exprefly:forbidden 
the Linci¢cumcifed (and we have: 
nopafyllable now to forbid the Unbaptized 
received Members: withour, 
and ocherwife chan by this entering-Ordi> 
Mances= They alfoadmitced them to she Pafles 
overs “yea, entertained, retained, ant held” 
Communion wich them fo long as forty years 
“wathoutit.  Lfay, again, Thaethe 
this. fort of Communicants was not 
rhoufand... Moreover, 10 the 
Uacitcumcifed wasthe Land of Canaan giveng 


« 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
i 
| | 


a. poffeffion af part thereof: before th 
ones might 'not enter therein, “Lamrthelarget 
in this, becaufe our Author:hath ovet-look’d 
my firft mention thereof;: And howlasky 
What-was the reafon that God contimedhis 
 Prefence’ with tbs Church notwithftanding 
this tranfgreflion'? Wasitomot becaufethey 
had that richer and better thing, 
JefuaChrift ?  Fortheydidalleat of-that fpr 
ritual: Breed ,, and draak,of 
Rock: which: and that Rak 
was Ghrift,.% Cor. Aconfels 
under rebukes and | judgnients the Wilders 7 
nefs, andthac they wete msanytimes threatned: 
tobedieftroyed novfolmuch 
as one, check for receiving of Membet¢ 
Uncircumeifed,:: Further, da 
ftament where we havea Catalogue of; theip 
fas; andallo.of their: mentyforthétiy 
we find notia:word 
the /mallef intimation of, veaf rebukefon 
neglecting the encering*Ordinance, 
Diwill chercior’® 
Have alfo faid of my Brethren, They 
ted hth under shake 


and G > te the: bi gheft Pat 

aiid quentheth thedlame of chem: 
unwarrantablezea!. . For if the encering-Ome. 4 
dinance, if the Ordinance.without 
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Differences about Water-Bapts fi m, 
laid afide for forty years ; yea, if more than 
fix hundeed thoufand did Communicate with 
them without it: J fay again, If they did 
ic, and held Communion with God, that not. 
withftanding 5 yea, and had noc (that we 
read of ) ali rhat time, one {mall check for fo 
doing; why may not we now enter Commu- 
nion, hold Communion, maintain Communi- 
on, Church-Communion, without being 
judged, and condemned by you ? becanfe we 
cannot tor want of Light be all baptized be. 
fore; efpecially confidering Baptiim makes 
no man a Saint, is not the entering-Ordinahee, 
isno patt of the Worfhip of God injoyned 
the Church as aCharch. To conclude, Al- 
though we receive Members unbaptized, we 
leave not God's Inftituted Worfhip at uncer- 
tainties, -efpecially what he hath commanded 
us. as his Church; we only profefs our want 
of Light in fome things 5 but fee no Word to 
Warrant the forbearance of our Duty in all, 
for want of per{wafion im one, 
» You objet, 1 call Baptifm a Circumft ance, 
fhew, an outward. foew, 1 NICK-NAME 
rt, 
- Anfw. Deep reproof! But why did you 
notfhew me my evil in-chus calling ic, when 
oppofed to. the Subftance, and the thing fig- 
unified? Is ic the Subftance, it the thing 
fignified ? And why may not I give i the 
Name of 4 Sbhew 5’ when you call it a fymbole, 
aud compare it'to a Genutleman’s Livery ? 


- é 
4 
| 
4 -~ 
’ 
4 
| 
> 
7 
‘ | 
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But youfay, I call it an OLTWARD 

Anfw. Is it an one? Whatis | 

It a Command ? 


Anfw. But doth that inftall it inthat place 
and dignity, that was never intended for 
| 

You obje& further, ‘They cannot have the 
Dottrine of Baptifm thet underfland not our 
way of adminifiring it, pag.18. Vine 
__ This is your miftake, both of the Doftryn 
and Thing it {elf. Buc.ifvyou will 
SCORN. to take NOTICE of me, \f.ad- 
vile you again to confider, That a man may 
find Bapufm to be Commanded, may be jn- 
formed who ought to adannifter it > may al- 
fo know the proper Subject; and char the 
manner of baptizing is Dipping 5. and may 

-defire to practile ic becaufe it is Commanded, 
and yet know nothing of what Water-baptulm 
preacheth of the Myftery baptilm thew- 
ethto Faith. But that the Deétrine of Baptuln 
is not the Practice of if, moc the ha act, 
bur the thing fignified that every: Belie- 
ver hath chat, muft argue you more. than 

But fay you, Whe taught you to divide be- 
twixt Chrifi and bw Precepts, that you word 
at fach arate? Thache that hath the-one, 

go To fay nothing of Faith, andthe 

Word: verily Reafon it felf For 
if Christ be my Righteou{ne{s, and not Wa. 


no Bar to Communion. 39 
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Differences about Water-Bapti{m, 
ers if Chrift be my Advocate,and not Wa- 
“, if there be chac good and bleflednefs in 
Chrift, that is not in Water; then is Jefus 
Chrift betcer than Water ; and alfo in ‘thefe 
to be eternally divided from Water’; unlefs 
we will make them Co-Saviours, Co. Advo- 
cates, and fuch as are cqually good, and pro- 
fitadle to men. 


But fay you, I thorght that he that bath 


Chrift,bad an orderly right to all Chrift’s Pro- 


mifes and Precepts; and that the Precepts of 


_ Chriff, are part kd the riches that a Believer 
bath jn and by 

A hath more in’ Chrift, 

thien either Promife or Precept ; ‘but all Be- 

lievers know not all things, that of God are 

given to them by Chrift. But muft not they 

uf¢e, and enjoy what they know, becaufe they 


khow not all? Or miuft they negle& the 
weightier matters, becaufe they want Mint, 


and Annife, and Commin? Your pretended 
orderly’ right is your-fancy ; there is nora 
fyitabfe in the whole Bible, that bids a Chri. 

tan to forbear his Duty in other things, be- 
caufe‘He wanterl’ you term it) the fym- 
bolé}* ‘or Water-baptifm, 

But fay you, He that deppifeth bis Birth. 
vi of Ordinances, oar Church-privilédges, 
will be found to be’ a propbane E fae; 

God's accomnt. ta ® 
_Bapatm is not the Priviledge of a Church; 
as(ach. Bue what?’ are they all ESH#'S 


indeed ?\ Muft we go to Hell, and be dam=_ 


ried for wait: Pant in Water. baptifm 


a A‘ 
. 
» 
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¢ 
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And take notice, Ido nor plead for a defpifing 
of Baprifm, but a bearing with our Brother, 
that cannot do it for wantof Light. Thebeft 


of Baptifm he hath, wiz, the fignification . 


thereof; he wanceth only the outward fhew, 
which it he bad, would. #ot prove him a truly 
vifible Saint; it would not tell me be had the 
Grace of God in hw heart 3. it is no Charaéte- 
riftical noce to another of my Sonthip with 
God, 
_ Butwhy did you met Anfwer thele 
of my Argument ? Why did you only cavil 
at words? which if they had been lett out, 
the Argument yet ftands good. He that 
1s not baptized, sf yet atruc Believer, bath 
the Doitrine of Baptifm; yea, be ought to 
have it before he be Convitted, st is bis duty to 
be baptized, or elfe be playeth the. Hypocrite. 
There w therefore no difference between that 
Believer that 13, and he that 1 not yet baptized 
with Water 5 but only bis going down into the 
Water, there to perform an outward Ceremeny 
of the Subftance which be hath already; which 
yet he not Commanded to do with. to 
Member(hip with the Church bur to obtain by 
that further underflanding of- hws Privledge by 
Chrift, which before he made Profeffion and 
that as avifible Believer. 
But to.come to my, fourth Argument, 
which you fo tenderlytouch as if it burnt your. 
fingers:> bold ( fay 1). 10 have Comme. 
nion mith wifible Saints as before, becaule God 
bath Communion with them, whofe example. 


Recesve 


the cafewe are firiétly commanded to follow, 


B C ‘ 
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Differences about WaterBapti{m, 


Rom1s.7 Receive ye one another, a Chriff Fefus bath re- 


Verf.3. 


ceived you, to the gloryof God. Yea, though 
they be Saints inOpinion contrary to you,or I, 


Rom.15.1- Wethat are flrong, ought to bear the snfirmities 


the weak, and not to pléafe our felves. 
rmities that are Sinful: for they that are 
Natwral, are incident co all, Infirmicies there- 
forethey are, that for wanc of Light, caule 
a Man to err in Circumftancials : And the 
reafon upon which Paw! groundeth this ad- 
monition is; For Chrift pleafed not himfelf , 
but as st 3s written, the reproaches of them 
that reproached thee are fallen upon me. 

You fay to this, pag. 20. That it is Paal’s 
direttion to the Church at Rome bow to 
receive their Brethren (hurch- Members , 

I an{wer. 

x. What? are not the poor Saints now 
in this City ? are not hey concerned in thele 
inftructions ? or is not che Church by thefe 
words at all direéted how to carry ic to thofe 
that were not yet in fellowfhip? A bold Af 
fertion! buc grounded upon nothing, but 
that you would bave it {o. 

2, But how will you prove that there was 
a Church, a rightly confticuted Church at 
Reme, belides that in Aguila’s houle? Chap. 
46. Neither doth this Epiftle , nor any other 
in the whole Book of God affirmit. Befides, 
fince Paw! in this laft Chaprer falucech the 


Church, asin this Mans houfe, buc cheo« 


ther only as particular Saints, ic givech far. 
ther ground of Couviction to -y2u,. that 
thofe 
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no Bar toCommunion, 


thofe others were not as yet imbodyed in fuch 
a fellowfhip. 

3. But fuppofe there was another Church 
befidess it not therefore tollow, thar 
the Apoftle exhorteth them only to receive 


perfons already in fellowthip 5 but even Rom.14.1 


every him, that there was weak in the Faith, 
but not to doubtful difputatsons, 
4. Suppole again, The recesving here ex- 
horted to, be fuch as you would have ir; 
yetcthe Reale by which they are direéted to 
do it, is chat by which we perceive that 
Chrift bath received them: But Chrift did 
not receive them by Baptifm, but as given to 


him by the Father: Him thercfore concern. 
‘ing whom we are convinced, that he by the 


Pather is given to Chrift, Him fhould we 
receive. 

s- Buc what need I grant you that which 
cannot be proved 2 yet if you could prove ie, 
it availeth nothing ac all; becaufe you may 
not, cannot, ought nor todare ro hat the 
Exhortation co receiving of one another into 
each others affections only; and not alfo-re- 
ceiving Saints into Communion. 

But you object: To make God's receiving 
the Rule of oar receiving, in all cafes will not 
bold, pag.21. 

Anfw, Keep to the thing Man: If ic hold 
in the cale in hand, itis enough, the which 
you have not denyed. And that it holds 
thus, is plain , becaufe commanded. Bue 
lec che Reader know , that your putting in 
that way of his receiving which is invifible to 
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Differences about Water-Bapti(m, 


ps, is but an unhandfome ftradling over my 
Argument , which treatech only of a vifible 
receiving ; fuch as is manifeft tothe Church ; 
This you knew, but fought by evading, 
to turn the Reader from confidering the 
{trength of this my Argument. The recei- 
ving then ( {aid 1, p.29,) becanfe st is fet Ch 
example tothe Church, ts (uch as mufi needs be Ct 
vifible unto them; and 1s beft difcovered by that 
word that de(cribeth the usfible Saint Whole 
thenyow can judg avifible Saint that walk. 
eth with God, you may, nay ought to judg by the 
fame Word, God harh recesved him. Now him 
that God receiveth, him {hould you receive, 
But will any object 5 they cannot believe chat 
God receivéth the unbaprized Saints? I will 
not fuppofe you fo much ftupified, and there- @ ” 
fore {hall make no anfwer. But you feem to 
be much offended, becaufe I faid, Vain Man! 
Think not by the firaightne/s of thine Order in & fo 
outward, and bodily conformity to outward and 

fbadowifh Circumflances , that thy peace is th 


maintasned with God ? et 
~ But why fo much offended at this ? tl 

Becaufe, you sntend by this the Brethren of 
the Baptized way. 


A, li they bevain Men, and fer up 1 
OWN Order; how ftraight foever they @ t 
make it, they are worthy to be reproved: Jf ¥ 
they bave rejetted the Word of the Lord , what V 
wifdom isinthem, And as you fuggett che 5 
firft, 1 affirm che fecond, But if you would be @ ¢ 
juftified in excluding thofe, with whom yet fi 
youlee God hath Communion, becaufe they 


yet 


| | Jer.8.9. 


no Bar to Communion. 


yet feenot a fhadow with you; produce the 


Scripture for fuch Order, that we may be- 
lieve itis the Order of God : Bur deal fair- 
ly, left we fhew your nakednefs, and others 
fee your fhame. a 

You tell me of the Order of the Coloffians, 
Chap. 2.5. but if you can prove chac thae 


’ Church refufed to hold Communion with 


that Saint whom they knew to be received by 
Chrift, and held Communion with him, or 
that none but rhofe that are baptized -are re- 
ceived by, and hold Communion with him, 
then you juftifie your Order. In the mean 
while the whole of mine Argument ftands 
firm againft you; You muff have Communion 
with vifible Saints, becaufe God bath Commu- 
nion with them, whofe Example in the Cafe 
we are firsttly Commanded to follow, — 
But you ask me, Jf outward and bodily Con- 
formity be become a crime ? pag.23.- 
eAnfw. I no where faid ic: Bug know 
that to glorifie God with our bodies, refpect- 
eth chietly far higher and more weighty things 


than that of Water-baptif{m, Wbatfoever Rom.14. 


not of Faith is fin; and co fet up an Ordi- 
nance, though an Ordinance of God, that by 
it the Churches may be pull’d in pieces, or 
the truly vifible Saincs excluded Communion 
with their Brethren; 1 fay again, To make 
Water-baptifm a bar and divifion betwixt 
Saint and Saint, every. whic otherwife gra- 
cious and holy alike: Thuis is /éke fafting for 
firifes and debate, and to with the fit of 
wickednels3 and is not to bé found within 
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46 Differences about Water=Bapti{ms, 
the whole Bible, but is wholly an ordg 
of your own devifing. As tothe Peace yor 
make an Objeétion about pag.23.) you hav. 
granted me what I intended; and now 
add further, for Church-peace co be 
+ 3"> founded in Baptifm, or any other external 
Phil.2.1, Rite, not having ro do with the Church asa 
2,3. Church, is poor Peace indeed: Church. 
peace is founded in blood ; and love to each 
other for Jefusfake; bearing with, and for 
bearing one another, in all things Circum. 
Mtantial, that concern not Church-worhhip 
asfuch: And in my other I have proved 
that Baptifm is not fuch, and theretore ough: 
-nottobe urgedto make remts and divifions a. 
mong Brethren, 

youask, Js my peace maintained 
way of difobeditnce? and conclude if 46 be, 
you fear itu falfe.pag.24. 

A, Ifthe firff were true,younced not to dombt 
of the fecond ; but ic may be thought he hath 
little. to fay in the Controverie, who 
forced to ftuff out his Papers, 
prattles as thefe. | 

My fitth Argument is, That a failure 

{uch a Circumftance asWater-Lapti{m, doth nn, 

| 


un-Chriflian ws; This you are compelled 
grant, pag.z5, And I conclude with yout 
words, Perfons ought cto be Chriftians’ be 
fore, vifible Chriftians; fuch as any Congres 
gation in the Land may receive co Communk 
on with themfelves, becaufe God hath fhewed 
us that he hach received them. Recesve bimte 
the Glory of God [To the Glory of God] 


? 


60 Bar to Communion, 


js putin on purpofe, to thew what difhonour 
they bring tohim, whodefpife to have Com- 
muftion with fuch, whom they know do 
maintain Communion with God. I {ay again, 
How doth this Man, or that Church glorifie 
God, or count the Wifdom and Holinefs of 


Heaven beyond them, when they retufe Com- 


munion with them, concerning whom yet 
they are convinced, that they have Commu- 
nion with God. 

But my Argument you have not denied ; 
nor medled with the Conclufion ar all ; which 
is, That therefore, even becanfe afaiiure bere, 
doth not un-Chriftian us, doth not make us in- 


fincere ; and Ladd, Doth not lay us open to a- 
ny revealed judgment or difpleafure of God; (if 


it doth,thew where) sherefore st fhould not, 


at onght not to make us obnoxious tothe difplea- 


[ure of the Church of God, . 
Bnt you fay, Lrank, Gofbel-Precepts, with 
Old-T ¢flament abrogated Ceremonies, pag.25. 
Anfw, Youthould have given your Rea- 
der my words, chat he might have judged 
from my own mouth: I faid then ( {peaking 
before of Chriftianity it fe/f, pag.o4.) that 
thoufands of thoufands that cold not Coufent to 


Water, as we, are now with the innumerable. 


company of Angels, andthe Spirits of juft men 
made perfeét, Whac wasfaid of Eating, or 


the contrary, ‘may # torhis belaid of Water- 


baptifmr; Neither if I be baptized, am I the 
beccer? neither if I benot, am I che worfe 2 
not the becer before God, not the worfe be- 
fore Men {till meaning as Paw/, Brovided 
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Differences about Watér-Baptifm, © 
walk according to my Light with God; os 
therwife ‘cis falfe, For if a man chat feeth it 
tobe his Duty, fhall defpifingly neglect ics 
orif he that hath not Faith aboutit, fhall 
foolifhly takeir up: boththele, are for chis 
the worfe ; I mean, as co their own fenfe, be- 
ing convicted in themfelves, as cranfgreffors. 
He therefore that doth ic according to his 
Light, doth well; and he chat doth it nor, 
for want of Light, doth not ill; for he ap- 
proveth his heart co be fincere with God, even 
by that his forbearance, And I tell you a- 
gain, It is no where recorded, that this man 
as under any revealed threatning of God, for 
his not being baptized with Water, he noe 
having Light therein, but is admitted through 
his Grace to as many Promifes as you. If 
therefore he be not a partaker of that Circum- 
Mlance, yer he is of that Liberty, and Mercy, 
by which you ftand with God. 
chac I praétife Infticuted Worthip, up- 
on thefame account as Paw! did Circumcifi- 
on, and fhaving, is too bold for you to pre. 
fumeto imagine, What? Becaufe I will not 
fuffer Water co carry away the Epiftles from 
‘the Chriftians ; and becaufe I will not let Wa- 
ter-baptifm be the Rule, the Door, the Bolt, 
the Bar, the Wall of Divifion beeween the 
Righteous, & the Righteous; muft ftherefore 
be judged tobe a Man without Confeience t6 
the Worfhip of Jefus Chrift ? The : Lord des 
liver me from Superftitious, and- Idolatrous 
thoughts abouc: any the Ordinances of 
Chritt,amd of God, But miy fifth: Argament 
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ftandeth againft: you: untouched; you. ‘have 
not denyed ,/much lefs “connfured che leaft 
thereof, 

Yeu tell me my fixch Argument is, Edifce 
tion. 

A. be, why isit not jimbraced But 
my own words are thele ; 

I am for holding Communion thus 3 be 
caule the Edification. of Souls in the Faith’ 


than an agreement in omtward things; I fay, 
"ts of greater concern. with us, and of far more 
profi: to our Brother, than our agrecing in, oF 
contefling- for , oh. 16.13. 
1 Cor. 2: Cor Chap. 12. 19% 
Ephef. 4, 124 ¥ 13, 15 2. Chap, 
Now why did you nor take chis Argumentia 
pieces, and anfwer chofeScriptares, on which 
the ftrength theieof depends: But if co con 
teft, and our about Watersbapufin, 


ecter thanvto edifie ‘the Honfe of: Gad, 


duce the Texts, that we may be informed; 
You fay; Bdification is the end of all Com= 
munion , but allthings muft be done 5 Order, 


you -bave: ipraved that there 
is no fuch thing as an orderly edifying of the 
Church without Water-baptilm, precede, 
then: it will be time enough to think you er 
faid fomething. 


Youadds: as to Charch-fellows | 


being 2 building up, doth the bein 
of a Church; but pray a Chub 
P.26,: 


and holine§ of the Gofpeliss of greater conctrh 
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Differences abo Water- Bapts/ms, 
ovedl.: See here the {piric of thefe Mea,' who 
for the want of Water-bapcim, ‘have at once 
un-Churched all /uch Congregations of God 
inthe World ¢:bucagain{t I have, and 
do urge, That Water-baptifm giveth neither 
being, nor well-being toa Church, ‘neither 
is any part of that Infticuted Worfhip of 
God, that thé:Church, as fuch,. fhould be 
found.in the Praétice of. Therefore her Edi. 
fication asaChurch\may, yea and ought to 
be attained unto without kt... > 
But you fay, us New-T eff ament- 
What fay all a-long 
the Revelation quite through tbe Reign of 
Antricheift ? Was chat a New-Teltaments 
nog 207 voy hab A 
Again, If Bapufn be without the Charch, 
asa Church,! it it hath nothing to doin the 
Conftituting, Church if jit be noc the 
door of entrance irito the Church, if it bé 
_ flo pare of Church-worfhip as fuch ; then, 
although ‘all the. Members of chat Church 
were baprized, yet che Church is.a Church 
without Water-baptifm. But all che Churches 
the New-Teftament were uch: There. 
 Againg If Baptifm Bolievers,, a 
particular Perfons only ; if it refpedts rheis 
own Confcience only ; if ic make aman 
ible Believer tome, then it hath nothing to 
do with Church-memberthip:s Becaufe,. chat 
which refpects my own Perfon only, my own 
Confcience only chat, whi¢hds no CharaStes 
of 
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ought fone bal ‘thear that are 


no Bar to Communion: 


of my vifible Saintfhip to the Church,” 


-notbe an Argument unto-chem to receive me 


into fellowfhip with chethfelves. But this is | 
true, Therefore, 


in weeting togetber the Principle 


you oppofe binder that?!‘ Endeavonr to make 
men as boly as you cans ‘that ‘they may be futed 
for Charch-fellowfhip when God al focw 


them the orderly way to it. pag.26. 


What thing private things bave 


we now brought out to! publick view? 


vate Chriftians, private'Meahs, and a private 


increafe-of Grace. Burt, Are noné but 
thof' of your way the: ‘publick: Chrittians ? 
baptized: to 
have the publick means of Grace?’ Or, chuft 
theit Graces be increafed by none ‘but privare 
means’?; “Was you awake now? Or, are 

you become fo high in -your own phantafies, 
ridiie ‘have, or ‘are to have bur private 
means of Grace?’ Andj’dre there no pablick 
Chriftians, or publick Chriltians Meetings, 
buc’ them your’ “I did not think 
that all’ bac only abide in 


Holes , 


Bat fed fle 1 fai; Edification 

is greater than about fms. 

A.Tf itbe noc,confote tte if it be, forbear 

to ‘and. all God’s 


Ordinances, are to be ufed co Edificasion ; 
| 


You proceed, If by Edification, be meant | 
private sncreafe of Grace; i One another, in 
the of private means; as prevate C brifians 
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Differences about Water. Bapti/m, 


not.to beget. heats. and contentions among the 


Godly, wherefore Edification isbeft. 
Object, I bad thought, that the Preaching, 
and opening Bapti{m, might have been reckoned 
apart of our Edification, 
Anfw. The act, of Water-baptifm hath 
not place in Church-worfhip,, neither in 
whole nor.in part wherefore prefling it upon 
theChurch istono purpofeatall. . - 
Object. Why may, you not as well fay that 
Edification ss greater. than breaking of Bread, 
pag.27. 
elfe that fhould never, have 
been Infticused toredifie withal,; that which 
feryeth,. is not greater than. he chat is’ ferved 
thereby. . Baptifm and the Lord’s-Supper 
both, were made. for. us, not we for them ; 
wherefore both.were made for our Edificati- 
tion, butno one for our deftruction. ... .. 
But again, The Lord’s-Supper, not Bap. 
tilm, js for the Church, as a Church ; chere- 
fore.as we will maintain rhe Church’s edify- 
ing, that muft be maintained in its yea, ufed 
oft, co fhew the Lord’s Death till he come, 


 Befides, becaule it is a great part of 
Church-worfhip; asfuch, therefore it is pro- 
nounced blefled, the Lord did openly blefs it 


before he gave it; -yea and we ought. toblels 


it alfo;( The Cup of bleffing which weblefs) _ 
not 10 fay more, Therefore your reafoning 


theone co the other will nor hold. | . 


Object, How comes contefling for Water 
to be fo much agairfi you?) 
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Bar to Communion. 


"Anfw. Firft, becaufe weak Brethren can- 
not bear it ; whom yet we are commande 
to receive but not to doubtful difputation ; 
‘doubtfu] to them, therefore for their fakes, I 
forbearic. 
Secondly, Becaufe I have not feen any 
good effect, but the contrary, where-ever 
~ fuch hot Spirits have gone beforeme: For 


where Envie and Strife is, there is Con- 


fufion (or Tumults) and every Evil-work. 


Fam. 3.16517. 

Thirdly, Becaule by the Example of the 
Lord, and we muft confider the prefent 
ftate of the Church, and not trouble them 
with what they cannot bear. Fob, 16, 13, 
1 Cor. 3-1, 25 3. | 

Iconclude then, Edificacion inthe Church 
is to be preferred above what the Church, as 


aChurch, hath nothing to do withal, All 


things ( dearly beloved ) are for our Edify- 
ing, 1 Cor. 14.5. @ 12.26, 2 Cori12.19. 
Epq.4.26. Rom,15.2, 1 Cor, 14, 3. 2 Cor. 
10. 8, & 13, 10, Rom, 14,19. Before 
wind up this Argument, I prelent you with 
feveral Inftances, fhewing that fome of the’ 
brecah of God’s Precepts have been born 


with, when they come in competition with | 


Edification, As Firft, That of Aaron, who 
let the Offering for Sin be burnt, that fhould 
have indeed been eaten, Lewit.10. Yet be- 
caufe he could not do it to his Edification; 
Mofes was content. But the Law was there- 
by cranfgrefled, Chap.6.26. The Prieft thar 
offereth it for Sin, fliall ear ic. 
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omnis endangered) cannot expeét much good | 


 -Tothis you Reply, That was not 4. 
continued, forbearing of God’s Worfhip, but 
fafpending of it fora [eafon- 


cation, they have the liberty. 
But fecondly, This was not a bare fufpen- 
fion, but a flat cranfgretlion of the Law: Ye 


content. Levst.10.16, — 20. 

Butfay you, Perbaps it was [upended upon 
juft and legal grounds, though not expreffed. 
Anjw. The exprefs Rule was aganft ic; 
Ye foould indeed ( {aid Moles) eaten st in 
the Holy place, as commanded, veri,18, But 
good Sir, are you ndw for unwritten yeri- 
ties ? for legal grounds,though not exprefled ? 
I will not drive you further, here is Rome 
enough. 

As for E/dad and Medad, it cannot be de- 
nyed, but char cheir edifying of the People, 
was preferred before their conforming to every 
Circumftance. 

You add, That Pawl for a feeming low 


= thing did withftand Peter. 
Sir, If you make but a feeming low thing 
_ of Difflembling, and teaching others fo to du 


Gal:2. r1, ( efpecially where the Doctrine of Juftificaci- 


Confcience from you. 
As for your Anfwer tothe cafe of Heze-, 
kiah, itis faulty in tworefpects:: 
x, For thac you.make the Pafleover a Type 
of che Lord’s Sppper, when it was only 2 


conflant, 


We allo fufpend it but for'a feafon; 
when Perfons can be baptized co their Edifi- 


fhould indeed have eaten it: Yet Mofes was 
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no Bar to Communson, 
Type of the Body and Blood, of the Lord: 
For even Chrift‘our Paffeover is Sacrifice for. 

2. In that you make it an Example to you 
to admit Perfons unprepared to the Lord’s-_ 
Supper. pag.29. | 
indeed receive Perfonsin-,.. 


An{w, May you 
to the Church unprepared for the Lord’s.Sup- 
per; yea, unprepared for that, wich other fo- 
lemn Appointments? For fo you word it, 
page29- O what an Engine have you made’ 
Thus, gentle Reader, while chis Author 
teareth usin pieces for noc making Baptifm 
the orderly Rule for receiving the Godly, and 
Confcientious into Communion he can re- 
ceive Perfons if baptized, though unprepared 
for the Supper, and other folemn Appoint. 
mens? I would have thee confulc the place, 
and fee if it countenanceth fych an act, That. 
aman who pleaceth for Water-baptiim above 
the Peace and Edification of the Church, 
ought to be received ( although unprepared’) 
inco the Church cothe Lurd’s-Supper, ard 
ther folemn Appointments;efpecially confiders 
ing che Nature of right Church-Contticution, 
and the feverity of God towards thofe 
came unprepared to his Table of old. 1 Cor. : 
11. 28,29, 30, A Riddle indeed, That 
the Lord fhould, without a word, fo feverely 
command, that all which want Light in Bape 
tifm, be excluded Church-priviledges ; and 
yet againit his Word, admic of Perfons 
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Differences about Water- Bapt ifm, 


repared, to che Lord’s Table, ‘aid other fo- 
Bur good Sir, why fo fhort-winded ? why 
could ndt you makéethe fame work with the 
other Scriprures, as you did with chefez J 
muft leave them upon you unaniwered ; and 
ftanding by. my Argument conclude, That 
if Laws and Ordinances of old ‘have been 


broken, and the breach of them born with | 


(when yer thé Obfervation of outward things 
wag more {triély Commanded thar now ) 
if the Profic and Edification of the Church 
come in competition ;* how much more, may 
not we have Communion, Church-Commu- 
nion, when sio Law of God is 
thereby. And note, That all this while I 


eae not (as you ) for Perfons unprepared, 


ut godly, and fuch as walk with God. 

“We come now tomy feventh Argument, 
for Communion with the Godly, thongh un- 
baptized Perfons;° which you fay is Love, 
p4g-29. 

My Argument js this; Therefore I am for 
Communion thus; becaufe Love, which above 
all things we are Commanded to put on, % of 
more worth than to break, about Bapts/m. 
And let the Reader note, That of this Argu- 

ment you deny not fo much as one fyllable, 
but run to anocher ftory; buc I will follow” 
you, | 


thar when we refufe his Children’ for wane! 
of Water:, And cell you again, That chis 
Exhor- 


Tadd further, That Love is more difcover.’ 
ed when we receive for the fake of Chrift, 
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Exhortation to Love is grounded riot ‘upon 
Baptifm, buc the ¢ucting onof the new Crea- 
ture, which hath fwallowed up all diftinéi- 
o:s.-Col.3.9.—14, Yea, there are cén Ar. 
guments in this one,’ which you have not fo 
much as touched but thus object, That man 
that makes Aff cétion the Rule of bis walking, 
rather thaw judgment, it no wonder if be go 
ont of the way. 
Anfw. Love to them we are perfwaded 
that God hath received, is Love that is guided 
by Judgment ; and to receive them thar are 
fuch, becaufe God hath bidden us’ ( Rom.14.) 
is Judgment guided by Rule. My Argu- 
ment therefore bach foreftalled all your iioife, 
and ftandeth ftill on its legs againft you, 
As tothe Duties of Piety, and Charity 
you boaft of, pe: 30, found not a Trumper, 
tell not your lett hand of iti; we are talking 
now of Communion of Saints, Church- 
Communion, and I plead that to Love, and 
hold cogether as fuch, is better than to break 
in pitces for want of Water-baptiim. My 
Reafon is, becaufe we are exhorted in all 
things to put on Love ; the Love of Church- 
Communion : contrariwife you oppofe, A- 
bove all things put on Water. For the beft 
Saint under Heaven that hath not thar, wich 
him you refufe Communion, Thus you make 
Baprifm, though no Church. Ordinance, a bar 
to fhut out the Godly, and a Trap-door to 
let the unprepared into Chutches , to the 
Lord’s-Supper, and other folemn Appoints 


ments. 
But 
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"Differences about Water-Bapt:|m, 
you objec, our Love to the an- 


baptized indulge them +n an att of difobedi- 
ence 2, Cannot we love their Perfons, Parts, 
Graces, but we muft loye their Sins ? pag.30- 
An{w. We plead not for indulging, But 
arethere not with you, even with you fins 
againft the Lord your God ?, 2 Chron.28.10. 
But why can you indulge rhe Baptifts in many 
acts of difobedience? For to come unpre- 
pared into the Church, is an act of difobe- 
dience: To come: unprepased co the Supper 
isan act of difobedience 3 and to come fo al- 
fo co other folemn Appointments, are acts of 
But for thefe things, you fay, you do not 
caft, wor keep any out of the Church. 
Anfo. But what acts of difobedience do 
we indulge them in ? 
Inthe Sin of Infant-bapti(m. 
We indulge them not ; but being 
Commanded to bear with the Infirmities of 
each other, fuffer it ; ic being indeed in our: 


‘eyes fuch 3 butintheirs they fay a duty, till 
God fhall otherwife 


wade them. you: 
be without infirmity, do you firft throwa 
ftone atthem: They keep their Faith in that 
tothemfelves, and trouble not their Brethren. 
therewith : we beliewe chat God hath received 
them; they do not want co us a proof of 
their Sonthip with God; neither hath he 
made Water a Wall of Divifion between us,. 

and thereforewedorcceive them, 
Obi. take at to be the bigheft att of friend (hip. 
to be faithful tothefe Profefors,and te tell 
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bey want this one thing an Gofpel-order, which 
mght not to be left undon. pag 30. hp 
Anfw. If it be the higheft piece of Friend- 
hip, to preach Water-baptifm to unbaptized 
Believers, the loweft a& thereof muft needs 
be verylow. But contrariwife, I couns it 
b far off from being any aét of Friendfhip, 
o prefs Baptifm in our Notion on thofe, chat 
not bear it; chat itis a great abufe of the 
Peace of my Brother, the Law of Love, the 
Law of Chrift, or the Society of che Faith- 
ul. Love fuffereth long, andis kind,, is not 
fly provoked: Let us therefore follow af- 
er the things that make for Peace, and things 
wherewith one may edifie another : Let every: 
one of us pleafe his Neighbour, for his 
rood to Edification: Bear you one anothers 
burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of Chrift, 
Cor, 13. Rom, 14.19. Chap. 15.2. Gal. 
But fay you, J dowbt whenthss comes to be 
peighed 4n God's balances it. will be found no 
(8 than flattery, for which you will be rex 
Ic you do but doubt it,where- 
orethe Principle from. which you doubt ir, 
Mf that. methinks you fhould nor be certain ; 
put this.is of. Jictle. weightco me; for he thar 
ll prefume to appropriate the Epiftles ta 
imfelf and fellows for the fake of Bap:ifm,” 
nd chat will condemn. all the Churches of 
hrift in che Land for want of Baptifm and 
hat will account his Brother as prophane 
( pag, 20, ) and rejected, as Idolatrous, 
Ephraim 
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"Differences about Water-Bapti[m, 
Ephraim ( pag. 32.) becaufe’ he wanteth jj 
7 he acts out of 
woftted way of rigidnels, when he doth by 
doubt, and ‘not affirm’ his Brother to bedi 
flatterer. I leave’ cherefore this your 
to be refolved at the Day of ‘Judgment, 
in the mean time trample upon your harf 
and unchriftian furmifes, 
As to our Love'to Chriftians in other cafe 
hope'we fhall alfo endeavour to followd 
Law of the Lord ; but becaufe ic refpects m 
the macter in hand, it concerns us not now 
treatthereof, 
My Argument’ treateth of Church-Cos 
mitnion; ‘in the profecution of which 
prove, | 

That Love is grounded upon the new 
Creature, Col. 3.9,¢%¢- 
2. Upon our fellowfhip with the Father 


and Son, Fob. ¥,253. | 
3. That with refpeé&t cto this, ic is whi 
fulfilling of ‘the Royal Law , Fam, 4, 11g lod 
Rom. 14,21, the 

4+ That it thews ic felf in agts of 
ing, ratherthan in publifhing fome Truths to 
Communicating only what is profitable, forg fror 
bearing to publ.fhing what cannot be borif Poi 
1 Cor. 3, 1,2. Afts 20. 18, 19, 20. Jom of 
16, cou 

5. I fhew further, That to have fellowfhipg\Ch. 
or, to make char the ground of, or to 16m tha 
ceivé one another chiefly upon che'account om wh 
an outward Circumftance; to make Cor 
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Bar te Commun, 
MBounds,Bar,8Rule of Communion,when by 
he Word of the everlafting, Teftament, there 
isno Word for it ;, ( to fpeak charitably ) if 
mat be not for want of Love , 1¢ is for want of 
Might in the Myfteries of the Kingdom of 
(h@Chrift.. Strange | Take: two Chriftians\:e 
qualinall Points but this ; nay, lec one go 
beyond the other in Grace and Goodnefs, as 
far as a Man, is beyond a Babe, yer Water 
nom fhall curn the Scale, fhall open the Door of 
‘tm Communion to the lefs; and command the 
other to ftand back: Yet is no proof'to the 
Church of this Babes. Faith and Hope; -hath 
nothing with his entering inco fellow- 
fhip, is no part of the Worfhip of the Church. | 
Thefe things fhould have been anfwered, {fee- 
ing you will take upon you fo roundly to 
ma condemn our practice, 
You .came now to my eighth Argument; 
@ which you. do not only render falfly.,, but-by 
lo doing abulé your Reader, I faid not: chat 
the Church of Corinth did fhut each other 
out of; Communion; but, For God's People 
to divide into: Parties, or to fhut each other 
te from Church-Communion, though for greater 
im Points,and upon:higher Pretences, than thac 
of Water-baptifm , hath: heretofore 
counted carnal,and the actors therein Babifh- 
pa ‘Chriftians\; add then brisig inthe Factions, 
thac_was.in, che Church: at. Corinth, But 
what! May nor the evil of denying Church 
Communion now, if proved naught by a'lefs 
ctime, in: the (Church at Corinth, be counted 
Carnal. and! Babifh ; but*the. of 
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Céommiunion muft:be charged upon them 


mifhment from Church-Communion, choug| 


youfay ) how ought you co bluth for-carry 


Differences about Water-Bapti(m, 


Coriathalfo? | 

That my Argument is good -you gran 
pag. 32. laying, at the Churd 
at Corinth were about the bighef? Fundamen 
tal Principles, for which they are often cal 
carnal; yer youcavilatic, Bucif chey wer 
tobeblamed for dividing, though for ch 
‘higheft Points: Are not you much more fy 
condemauing your Brethren ro perpecual ba 


found in all che great Points of che Gofpel, ani -y 
right in all Church-Ordinances alfo, becau@l fj, 


for want of Light they fail only in che Poin 

- As to-your quibble about and Apol 
whether they, or others, were che 
(though I am fatisfied you are out) yeth 
weakeneth not my Argumenc For af they 
were blame-worthy for dividing , though’ 
bout the higheft Fundamental Principles (4 


ing it as you doco Perfons, perhaps, mort 
godly: than our felves, becaufe they:jump 10 
withyou ina Circumftance? 

» That: the divifions at Corsnth were helped 
onby the abufe of Baptfm, to me is evident 
front ‘Paul’s: ‘fo oft fuggelting it; Were zou 
baptixed sn: the: Name of Paul? J thank Gd 
I baptized none of: you, left any 
bad bapiizedinmy Name. 
Idonot fay, thae they who: baptized chem 
defigned this, or Baptifm in it felt effetta 
it ; Nor yet (‘though our 
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' no Bar to Communion. 


 Fattions Leaders, pag. ¢5. But chat they 
had their FaCtious Leaders, is evident; and 
that thefe Leaders made ule of the Names of 
Paul, Apollo, and Chriff,isasevident 5 for by 
thefe Names they were beguiled by the help of 
\abwfed Baptifm. 
But fay you, Wherein lies the force of this 
man's Argument agains Baptifm as to its place, 
worth, and continuance? | 
LT anfwer ; I have no Argument againft ics 
place, worth, or continuance, although thus 
*you feek to {candalize me, But this kind of 
fincerity of yours, will never make me one of- 
Have not,] cold you even inthis Argument, 
‘That {peak not a I do,to per{wade or teach men 
tobreak the leaft of God's Commandments but 


an Effential of the Gofpel, nor yet of the Commn- 


-guments againft it, p.36, 38, But Reader, 
thou mayft know 1 have no {uch reafon in my 
‘Book, Befides, l{hould be a Fool indeed, were 


‘Arguments, My wordsthen arethele; - 

I thank, God (faid Panl ) that I baptized 
none of you but Crilpus, Ge Not but that thes 
jt was an Ordinance, bat they abufed itin ma- 
‘hing Parties thereby, as they abufed alfo Paul, 
sand Cephas. Befides (-faid he ) know woe 
whether I baptized any other, By negli- 
gem relating who were baptized by he 
fheweth 


ee 
Be 


shat they were moft of thems baptized by their 


that my Brethren of the Baptized-way may not 
‘bold too much THE RE“LPON, may not make it 


wion' of Saints. et he feignsthatI urgerwo Ar- 


‘Tagainft ic; fhould-I make ufe of fuch weak | 
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64 Differences about Water-Baptifm, 
fhéweth that be made no [uch matter thereof, a 
forme -thefe. dayes do. | Nay, thathe made’ 
‘no matter at all thereof with refpeit to aC burche 

Commanon. Forsf be did not whe bim- 

bad baptized, much lef did be heed who 

were baptized by others? But sf Baptifm bad 

been the initsating-Ordinance, (and I now add.) 

Effential to Church-Communion; then 2 

doubt he bad.made more Conference of it, than i 

L add-iurcher, where hé faith; He. was not 

Aent to baptize 5, that he {pake with an: holy 
Indjgnauon againft chofe that had abufed chat 
Ordinance, Bapts{m an Holy Ordinance, 

but when Satan abufeth st, and wrencheb it 

out of sts place; making that which % Ordained § licc 

Of Gods. forthe Edifcation of Believers, thy the 

only Weapon to break, in. preces the Love, 

1 Concord of tbe Saints; than a Paul 
 fasdof. bimfelf, and fellows, What Baptifm 
de any thing ? This nonew 

Ifa.1. 11, Delbraney for'God by the mouth of thd Prophet 
12,13, 14, of olds, erged ott againft hiown 
sa when abufed by his own People, becanfethey 
them for frrife, and debate, and to {mite 
158.4. with che fit of wickedncB.. | But: to forbear; to 
take notuce thus of thefe thidgs, my Arga 
went ftands firm againft you : For sf hey at 
Corinth were blame-worthy) for dividing, 
though. their divifiens were (if yon faytrne:) 
aboui the bighet Fundamentals, you onghe to 
be afbamsed; thusto your Brethrea from 
the Previledges of Church-Communian for ever; 
for the want. of fe low. a. thing a. Waters 
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the higheit place, but in comparifon of thofe 
Fundamentals, about which, you fay, the 
Corinthians madetheir divifions. 
You come next tomy ninth Afgumefit, and 
ferve it as Hanun ferved David’s Servants,. 
2 Sam. 10.4. you havecut off one half of 
its Beard, and its Garments to its Buttocks, 
thinking to fend it home with fhame. You 
{tate it chus 
That by denying communion with unbaptized 
Belsevers, you from their Privi- 
ledges to which they are born, pag. 40. 


little Book? Are not my words verbatim 
thele? Jf we fhall rejeth usfible Saints by cal- 
ling, Saints that bavé communion with God 
that have recesved the Law dt the band of 
Chrift; that are of am boly converfation a- 
wing mien, they defiriny to have commumon 
with us; as winch asin us lyeth, wetake frost 
them their very priviledges, and the bleffings td 
which they were born of God. | 
This is mine Argument : notv confute it. 

faith, (t Cor. 3; 2. 3. 22.) not 
ohly cothe Gathered Chutch at Corinth, but 


& theirs ; that Paul, and Apollo, and Cephas, 
anathe World, and all things was theirs. 
Bac you antwer, We take from them no- 
thing, we keep them from a diforderly 
of Gof we offer 


Bar to Communion. 
1 call it not low, wich refpe& co 
"Gods appointment, though fo, it is far from 


Anfw, Haye fuch an Argument in all my: 


toall Saints; chat in every place calk~ 
upon the Name of she Lord, shar Chriff 
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Gen. 17. 
Exod, 12. 


Differences abeat Water-Bapts|m, 


fignified in mine Argument, the beft Com- 


munion of Saints for want of Water? There 
is not a fyllable for this.in allthe Book of,’ 


God, .Sothen, you in this your plaufible 
defence, do. make .your Scriprurclefs Light, 
which in very deed is darknefs, (J/2.-8. 20, 


21.) the Rule of your Brothers Faith; and, 


how well you will come off for this in the 
wv of God, you might, were you not wed- 
de 


to your wordlefs Opinion, foon begin to # 


concelve. 


[know your Reply, New-Teftament Saints 


were all baptized firft.. 


Suppole ut granted: Were th ey bap~ 


tized, that.chereby,they might be qualified for, 
their.right.co communion, of Saints, fo char, 
without their fubmitting to Water, they were, 
to be denyed.the other ? Further, Suppofe I 
fhould grant this, groundlefs. Notion, Were. 
not the Jews in Old Teftamenttimes to enter, 
the Church by Circumceifion ? For that, 
though Water is not, was.the very entering- 


-Qrdinance... Befides, as I faid. before, there 


was a full forbidding all chat were not circume, 
cifed from entering into fellowfhipg with a 
threatning to cut them. off from the Church, 
if chey entered in without it; Yet more than, 


fix hundred thoufand, entred Church 
Withoutit... But how now, af fuch an one. ay 
Lad then, ftood up, and objected, Sit 


Mofet, 


their proviledges, the way of Gofpel-Or~ 


. Anfw. Where have you one word of God, 
that torbiddeth a perfon, fo qualified, as is 
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no Bar to Communion. 


Mofes, What is the reafon that you tranfgrefs 
the Order of God, to receive Members with- 
out Circumcifton ? Is not that the very en- — 
tring-Ordinance ? Are not you commanded — 
to keep out of the Church all chatare not cir. _ 
cumcifed ? Yea, and for all chofe thac you | 
thus teceived, are younot commanded to 
caft chem out again, to cut them off from a- — 


mong thw people? (Gen.17.13,14. Exod.t2, 
24,25526.) (95.9 
fay, Would not this man have had a far 
better Argument to have refifted Moles, chan 
you in your wordlefs Notion have to fhut out 
men from the Church, more holy than many 
of our felves ? Buc do-you think that Mofes 
and Jofhwa, and all the Elders of J/rael, would 
have thanked this Fellow, or haveconcluded 
that he fpake on God’sbehalf Or, thatthey- 


fhould then, for the fake of a betterthanwhat . 


you call Order, have fet co the work that you 
would be doing, even to break the Church 


= 


But fay -you, Jf any will find or force ano- 
ther way snto the Sheep-fold, than by the: foot- 
fieps of the Flock, we have no [uch cufiom,nor 
the Churches of God, page4t. 

Anfw. What was done of .old,’1 have 


fhewéd -you, that Chriff, not Baptifm, .% the 


way tothe Sheep-fold, is apparent : and chat 


the perfon,: in mine Argument, is intituled to 
all chefe, ‘to wit, Chrift, Grace, and all the 


things. of the Kingdom of Chrift in che 
Church,. is, upon the Scriptures urged, as 


C 
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68 — Differences about Water-Bapti{m, 
But you add, That according to mine olf 
confidence, I affirm, That drink, y¢ all of thus, 
ss intailed to Faith; not Bapts(m: A thing, fay 
you, foon faid, but yet mever proved. 
Anjw, 1. Thatitis intailed to Fastb, muft 
be confefled of all hands. 2. That it is the 
1Cor.tt. priviledge of him that difcerneth the Lord’s 
vay Body, and that no man is to deny him it, is 
alfo by the Text as evident, (and fo let him 
eat) becaufe he is worthy. Wherefore he, 
and lie only that difcerneth the Lord’s Body, 
he is the worthy Receiver, the worthy Re- 
ceiver in God’s eftimation ; but that none dif- 
cern the Lord’s Body but the Baprized,isboth 
fond and ridiculous once to furmife, | 
Wherefore to-exclude Chriftians, and to 
debar them their Heaven-born Priviledges,for 
warit of that which yet God never made the 
Wall of Divifion betwixt us: Thislookstoo . 
like a Spirit of Perfecution, (fob 19, 25,26, 
27,28, and carneth init cthofe eighteen 
ablurdities which you have fo hotly cryed 
ouragainft. And doftilladd, Js sot that 
which greatly prevailed with God to bring down 
thofe which at prefent we (the 
People of God ) groan under, [will dare to fay, 
"And fo st was * A caufe thereof : Yea, 1 will yet pro- 
ceed; tear, I ftrongly fear, thacthe Rod of 
God is not yerto betaken from us 5 for what 
| the Prin- More provoking fin among Chriftians, than co 
ter putin Geny one another their Rights and Priviledges 
the. to which they are born of God ? and then to 
Father thefe their doings upon God, when 
» yet he hath noc commanded it, neither in the 


| 


no Bar to Communion. 


But, I may not /ighely pafs this by, for be- 
eaufe I have gathered eighteen abfurdicies 
from this abufe of God’s Ordinances, or from 
the fin of binding the Brethren to obferve 


Order, not founded on the Command ot, God ; h 


(and I am fure you have none to fhut out men 


as good, asholy,; and as found in Faith as 


our felves, from Communion ). Therefore 
you call my Conclufion devilifh, ( pag. 43.) 
Top-ful of ignorance, and prejudice, (p. 44.) 


and me, one of Machiavels Scholars, (p.42.) : 


alfo proud, prefumptious, impeaching the 
ddnfw, But what is therein my Propofiti- 
on, that men, confiderate, can be offended at ? 
Thefe aremy words; But toexclade Chrifti- 
_ ans from Church-Communion, and to debar 
— them their Heaven-born Priviled ges, for the 
want of that which yet God never made a wall 


of divifton between us: This looks too like 


Spirst of Perfecution Thzs re{petteth more the 
form, than the {pirit and power of Godline{s, 
Shel l add, Is it not that which greatly 

prevailed to bring down thofe Judgments which 


at prefent we feel and groan under? I will dare. 


to fay, it was a caufe thereof. (p. 116,117.) 
A, was in my Copy, inftead whereof che 


Printer put in the; for this, alchough I {peak — 


only the truth, I will mot beg of you beliet ; 
befides, the Bookfeller defired me, becaufe of 


the Printers hafte, to leave the laft fheet tobe 


- over-looked by him, which was the caufe ig 
Was not among the Errata’s. it 
4° But, I fay, wherein is the Propofition 


E 3 offen 
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Differences about Water-B apts{m, 
offenfive? Is it not a wicked thing to make 
bars to Communion, where God hath made 
none? Isicnot a wickednefs, to make that a 
Wall of Divifion betwixt us, which God 
never a be fo, If it be not, 
juftifie your practite; if icbe, take thame, 
Befides, the Propofition is univerfal, why 
then fhould you be the chief intended? But 
you have in this, done like to che Lawyers of 


old, who when Chrift reproved the Pharifees — 


of wickednefs before them, faid, Ma/ter, thus 
faying thou reproacheft ys alfo, Luk.14.45. 
But you feign, and would alfo chat the 
~ World fhould believe, that che Eighteen Ab- 
furdities which naturally flow from the Pro. 
pofition, I make to be the Effects of Baptifm, 
faying tome, None but your felf find an 


innocent Truth big with many msonftrous Ab- 


furdstses, pag.42- 
» LAnfwer; This is bur {peaking wickedly 
forGod, or rather co juftifie your wordlels 


Praétice, I fay not that Baptifm hath any. 


Abfardity in it, though your abuling it, hath 
them all, and many more, while you make 
it, without warrant from the Werd, as the 
flaming Sword, to keep the Brotherhood our. 
of Communion, becaufe they after your man- 
ner cannot confent thereto. | 
And lec no man be offended, for that I fug- 
geft chat Baptifm may be abufed to the breed~ 
‘ng fuch monftrous Abfurdities, for greater 
Truchs than that have been as much abuléd, 
What fay you toy Thus i my Body? To inw 
ftance no more, although I could. inftance 


many, 
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no Bar to Communion. 


many, are not chey the words of ourLord? | 
are not they part of the Scripturesof Truth? — 
and yet behold, even with thofe words, the | 
Devil by abufing them, made an Engine to lec 
out the heart-blood of thoufands, Baptifm 
alfo may be abufed, andsis, when more is 
laid upon it by us, than is Commanded by 
God. And that you do fo, is manifeft by 
what I have faid already, and fhall yet fay co 

your Fourteen Arguments. | 

My laft Argument, you fay is this ; 

The World may wonder at your carriage to 
thofe Unbaptized Perfons, in keeping thems ont 
of Communion ? ‘ | 

Axnf. You will yet fet up your own words, 
and chen fighe againft them : but my words 
arethefe, What greater contempt can be thrown 
upon the Saints, than for ther Brethren to cut 
them off from, or to debar them Church- 
Communion! 

And now I add, Is not this to deliver 
them tothe Devil, 1 Cor. 5. or to put them 
to fhame before all that fee your acts ? There 
is but one thing can hinder this, and that is, 
by-ftanders fee, thac chefe your Brethren that 
youthus abufe, are as holy men as our felves. 
Do you more to the open Prophane, : yea, to 
all Wizards and Wicches inthe Land? For 
all youcan doto them. (I {peak now as fo . 
Church-aéts) is no other chan debar theo 
~theCommumonof Saints. | 

And now I fay again, The World may well 
wonder, when they fee you deny holy.men 
‘of God that liberty of the Communion of 
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Differences about Water-Baptifm, 
Saints which you Monopolize to your felves, 


And though they do not underftand the 
grounds of Profeffion, or Communion; yer 


they can both fee, and fay,thefe Holy-men of 
God, in all vifible aéts of Holinefs, are nox 
one inch Yea, I will put ic to 
your felves, If thofe many, yea very many, 
who chus feverely (but with how little ground, 
is {een by men of God ) you deny Commu- | 
nion with, are not of as good, as holy, as 
tinblameable in life, and as found, if not 
founder inthe Faith ‘than many among our 
felves: Here only they makethe ftop, they 
cannot, without Light, be driven into Wa- | 


ter-baptifin, I mean after our Notion of it: /§ 


‘but what if they were, ’twould be little fign 

to me that they were fincere with God. ~~ 
Toconclude this ; when you have proved 

that Warer-baptifm (which you your felf have 


faid is not a Church-Ordinance, p.40.) is EG 


fential to Church-Communion, ‘and that the 


‘Church may, “by the Word of God, bolt, bar, 


and for ever ‘out thofe, far beccer than our 


 felves, thathave not, according to our Noti- 


“oni, been baptized with Water ; then ‘will 
‘be time enough, to talk of groutid for fo do- 
ing. In the'mean time I muft cake leave ro 
tell yon, There % not sn all che Bible one {yllabhe 

for fuch a Pratlice, wherefore your great cry 

‘about your Order ss wordlef, and therefore 

faitblef, and ts «meer Hamane Invention, 
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Bar to Communton, 


come now to your Féurtees 
Arguments, and fhall im- 
partially confider them. 


¥ Oc firft Argument to prove it lawful te 
reject the Unbaptized Saint, 1s, Becawfe 
the great Commiffion of Chriff, Matth. 28, 
from which all Perfons have ther eAuthority — 
for their Miniftry, if any Authority at all ) 
doth clearly direét the contrary. By that Com- 
miffion, Minifters are firft to Difciple; and then 
to Baptsze them fo made Difciples, and after- 
ward to teach. them to obferve all that Chriff 
Commanded them, as to other Ordinances o 
Worfhip. If Miniffers have no other Authors- - 
ty to teach them other parts of Gofpel-Wor{hip, \ 
before they believe and are baptized ; st may 
be firongly {uppofed, they are not to admit them 
to ether Ordinances before they bave paffed thas 
firft injoyned in the Commmffion. 
Anfw.t, Thatthe Minifters are to Difciple 
and Baptize, is granted. But chat they are - 
probibired ( by che Commiflion, AZatth.28.) 
to Teach the Difciples other parts of Gofpel- 
Worthip, that have not Light in Baptifm, re- 
mains for you'ro prove. Shall I add, This 
- Pofition is fo abfurd and void of truth, that 
‘Done that haye ever read the Love of Chrift, 
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Atrefs of their feparation from their Fellows, 


groundiefs fuppofition. 


Differences about Water-Bapti[as, 


~ the Nature of Faith, the End of the Gofpel, 


or of the . Reafon ,of Infticuted ‘Worthip 
( which is Edification ) with underftanding, F 
f{hould fo much as once imagine. 
But.where are they here forbsdden to teach 
them other Truths, before they be baptized ? 
This Text a fairly demeth to the snbaptized 
Believer, Heaven, and Glory, Nay our & 
thor inthe midft of all his flucter abouc this’ 
28th of Matthew, dare venture to gather 
no more'therefrom, but that it may be flrongly 
Suppofed... Behold therefore, gentle Reader, 
the ground on which -thefe Brethren lay-the- 


is nothing. elfe bat a [uppofitson, without war-. 
rant, meal out it we blefled Word of 
God, Strongly Sappofed! but may it noc 
.be as Girone lappeled, that the Prefence and 
Blefling of the Lord Jefus, with his Minifters, . 
is laid upon the fame ground allo? for chus 
he concludes the Text, And lo, I ams with you 
alwayes, even tothe end of the World, But: 
would, I fay, any. man from thefe words, 
conclude, That Chrift Jefus hath here pro- 
mifed his. Prefence only co them that after dif 
cipling, baptize thofe that are fo made ; and 
that they that do nor baptize, (hell neither 
bave bw Prefence, nor bis Bleffing ? fay 
again, Should any fo conclnde hence, would 
not all Experience prove him void of Trath? - 
The words therefore muft be lefc, by you, as. 
you found them, they favour not at all your 
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To conclude, -thefe words have not laid 
"P Baptifm in, the way.to debar the Saint from 
B) Fellowthip of his Brethren, no more than 
ro hinder his inhericance in Life and Glory: 
Mark reads it thus; He that belsevetb and 
tis baptized, {hall be faved; but be that believeth 
net, {ball be damned, Mark 16,16, letting 
W Baptifm, which he mentioned in the promife, 
SB fall, when he came at the threatning, 
. God alfo doth thus with refpe& to his - 
7 ¥ Worfhip in the Church, he commands all 
‘Band every whit of his will to be done, but | 
beareth wih our coming fhort in this, and 
*» B chat, aud another Duty. Burt Iet’s go on, 


Bar to Commumon, 75 


Your fecond Argument, is: 
That the Order of Chriff’s Commiffion, as 
well asthe matter therein contained to be obfer- 
ved, may eafily be concluded, from God’s feve- 
rity towards them that fought bim not accor~ 
ding to due order, Chron. 15.13. Was 
God fo exatt with bis People then, thatall 
things to a Pin muff be according tothe Pattern 
in the Mount, Heb. 7, 16.& 9. 11. whofe 
Worlhip then comparatively, tothe Gofpel, was 
but after the Law of a Carnal Commandment ; | 
and canit be [uppofed be (hould be [o indifferent 
now toleave men to their own liberty, to time 
aud place bis Appointments, contrary to what 
be hath giveninexpre{s Rule, for in hus Word 
as before? Ezek.44.7,9,10. was the Prseft's 
Sin formerly to bring the uncircumesfed im 
heart. and flefhinto his houfe. 
Anfe,. That chereis.nofuch Order 
| 
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Differences about Water-Bapti(m, 
Commiffion as you feign, I have proved. Ai 
for your far-ferch’d Inftance ( 1 Chron.15.) 
*tisquite befides your The exprefs 
Word was, That the Prieft, not a Cart, fhould 
bear the Arkof Ged: Allo they were notto 
touch it, and yet Vzze did, Exod. 25. 14, 
x Chron. 15. 12, 13,14, 19. Numb. 4.15, 
1 Chron, 13... Now, if you can make cha # 
28th of Matthew fay, Receive none that are 
not baptized firffs or that Chrift would bave 
them of bis, that are not yet baptized, kept ig 
sorant of all other Truths that Church 
Communion; then you fay fomething, elf 
you do but raife a mift before the fimple Res. 
der: but whofolifterth, may hang on your 
fleeve.. | 
As for the Pins and Tacks of the Taoer 
nacle, they were exprefly commanded; and 
when you have proved by the Word of God, 
That you ought co fhut Saints our of your 
Communion for want of Baptifm, then you 
‘may begin more juftly to make your Parallel 
How fitly you have urged Ezek, 44. to in- 
finuate that unbaptized Believers are like the 91 
uncircumcifed in heart and flefh, I leave it 00 
all Gofpel-Novices to confider, 


Your third Argument, is, 

The pratiice of the 
with them that firft trufted Chrift, difce- 
vers the truth of what 1 affert. Certainly, thty 
that lived at the ing-bead, or-fountainof th 
Truth, and bad the Law from Cohrift’s own 
month, kuew the meaning of bis Commiffion 
perter 
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Bar to Communion. 
better than we: “but their conflant pratlice in 
conformity to that Comenffion, all along the - 
Aits of the Apoftles, difcowers that they ne~ 
ver arrived to [uch a latitude as men plead for 
wld now a-dayes. They that gladly received the 
Word were baptized, ani they € yea they 
only ) were received the Church. 
 Anfw. How well you have proved what | 
you have afferted, is manifeft by my Anfwer 
we tothe two former. Arguments. I adde, 
wt That the Minifters, and Servants of Jefus 
ge @ Chrift in the firft Churches ( for that you 
are to prove ) were Commanded to 
Ife § to Preach other Truths co the Unbaptized 
@. & Believers; or that they were to keep them 
wus @ ouc of the Church: or that the Apoftles, 
and firft Fathers, have given you to under. 
et § ftand by cheir Example, thac you ought co 
nd keep as good out of Churches as your felyes, 
bach noc yet been fhewed by the Authority 
ut of the Word. The fecond of the pro- 
ou § veth nor, ‘That the chree thoufand were ne- 
cl, § ceflicated to. be bapuzed in order to their 
in- § Fellowithip with the Chureh,; neither doth 
he §itfay THEY, yea chey only, were rem 
ceived into the Church, But fuppofe all 
this, as much was done at the firft Infticu. 
tion of Circumcifion, &c, yet afterwards 
thoufands were received without it. 


. .Your fourth Argumentis, | 
ey one of the Scripture-Saints ever attemptéd 


of this Charch-priviledge without Bapifm, (if 
they bet st be hewn), The Exnuch Sirft 
4 7 | défired 
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Differences about Water-Bapti/m, 
defired Baptifm before any thing elfe; Paul mg 
GA bapined be did effay to joyn with th, 
Church. Our Lord Chrift, the great Exam. 
ple of the New Teftament, entred nat wpon bi 
publick, Minifiry, much le[s any otber Gofpel. 
Ordinance of Worfhip, tll be was Baptized, 

An{w.- That none the Scripcure-Saing 
(if ‘there be any: wnfcripture ones). fo much 
as attempted this Church- priviledge firft, re. 
mains for youto prove, But fuppofe they 
were all Baptized, becaufe light 
therein, what then? Doth this prove that 

ifm is eflencial to Church-Communion? 
Or, thac Chrift commanded in. the 28th of 
(Matthew , or gave his Minifters by chat 
authority, not to make known to Believers 
other parts of Gofpel-Worfhip, if they hall 
want light in Baprfm? The Eunuch, Paul, 
and our blefied Lord Jefus, did none of them, fF 
by their Baptifm, fec themfelves to us Exam-§ 
es how to-enter into Church-Communion,§ 
what Church was the Eunuch Baptized into, 
ormade a Member of but where is it 
that the unbaprized‘ Believer bow 
or in'Faith and Holine(s, mut, for wang | 
of Water-baptifm,be fhut out from thecom-§ 
mranion of Saints, or be debarred the Prive 
ledge of his Fathers Houfe ? This you are @ 
prove. ba 


Your fifth Argumentis, 

Af Chrift bimfelf was made manifeft toh 
the SENT of God by Baptifm, as appear 
Mark 2. 9, 10, Thén why may not 
the firft Fruits of Faith, ad che flep 
Gofpil- 
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Gofpel-Obedsence, ato Infistated Worlhip, be 

manifefting, difcovering Ordinance upon others 

whothus follow Chrift's freps. 
. Anfw. That Jefus Chrift was mansfeffed as 
the SENT of God by Baptifm, or that Bap- 
tifm is the firft Fruit of Faith, and the firft 
ftep of Gofpel-Obedience, as to inftituted 

ih Worthip, is both withour proof and truth 5 

ram . the Text faith not, he was manifeft to be the 

fent of God by Baptifm ; nay it faith not, thac 

by chat he was manifeft to others to be any | 
thing thereby : you have therefore but wrong- 
ed the Text, to prove your wordlels Practice 
by- . Yea, fobn himlelf, though he knew 
him before he was baptized, to be a Man of 
God, (for, faith he, J bave need to be Bapti= Mat3. 14: 
zed of thee, and comeft thou tome) andkuew | 
bim after to be the SENT of Gods yet not, 
in, Or by, but after he was Baptized, :co wit, + a . 
by the defcending of the Holy Ghoft, after 347° °°" 
he was come out of the Water, a be was: sx 
Prayer, for the Heavens were opened to Fobn, 
and hefaw, and bare Record, becaule he faw 
the Spirit defcend from Heaven, and a- 
bide upon Jefus, after his Baptifm, a be was 
in Prayer, 

_ Thus we find him made known before, and 
after; bute notat all by Baptifm, co ‘be the 
SENT. of God. 
And that Baptilm is che firft fruits of Faith, 

 orchac Faith oughe:to be tyed: to cake as firlt 

in Water-baptifm, in the infticuted Wor- 
‘hipof God, (this you muft prove ) ‘s not 

p found exprefled within the whole 

F ait 


wi 


| 
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Faith according to its firength, and 
fees, it isnot tyed or bound to any outward 

Circumftance ; one believeth he may, and as. 
‘nother believeth he may not; either do this or 
thar. | 


Your fixth Argument is, 
_ Baptifm be in any [ence any part of 
forindation of a Church, as to order, Heb. 6. 
1,2. it muft have place bere or no where : why 
are thofe things called firft Principles, sf 
firft to be believed, and prattifed ? Why are they 
vendred by the learned the A. B.C, of a Chrifti- 
an, and the beginning of Chriftianity, Milk 
for Babes, if it be no matter whether Bapts(m ° 
be pratlifed or no? If st be [aid Water-bap- 
tifms ts not there sntended, let them (hew me bow 
many Baptifms there are befides Water-bap- 
tifa? Can you build and leave out a flone in 
the Foundation? I intend not Bapts{m a Foun. 
dation any other way, but in refpet? of order; 
and st esther intended for that or nothing. 
Anfw, Baptilm is in no fenfe the Founda- 
tion of aChurch. | I find no foundation of 4 
Church, bat Chrift bimfelf, Mat. 16.18. 
x Cor.3.11. Yea, the Foundation menti- § ¢ 
oned, Heb.6.1,2, is nothing elfe but thisvery 
For heisthe Foundation, not only ‘let 
of the Church, but of all that good that at @ ¢ 
any time is found inher, He.is the Foundaé + 
tion OF our Repéntance, and OF our Fath 
towards God, wverf. 1, 2. Further, 
tifms are not here mentioned, with refpect co 
the A&t in Water, byt of che Doétrine, thac 
the fignification thereof; The Dottrine of 
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Bar to Communion, 

Baptifms, And oblerve, neither Faith, nor 
Repentance, nor Baptifms, are called heré 
Foundations : Another thing, for a Founda- 
tion, is here by the Holy Bho intended; 
even a Foundation for them all ; a Foundati- 


. 6n OF Faith, OF Repentance, OF the Dos 


étrine of Baptifms, OF the Refurreétion of 
the Dead, and OF eternal Judgment. And 
this Foundation is Jefus Chrift himfelf, and 
chefé aré the firft Principles, the Milk, the A. 
B. C. and the beginning of Chriftian Religi- 
on in the World, 
I dare not fay, No matter whether Watér- 
Baptif be practifedor no. Bur it is not a: 
ftoné in che Foundation of aChurch, no not 
refpecting order ; itis not, to another, afign 
of my Sonfhiip with God $¢ it is not the door 
into Fellow fhip with che Saints,it is no Church 
Ordinanct, as you, your felf have teftified; 
pag. 40, Sothen as to Church-work; ir hath 
fio place at all therein. 


Your feventh Argument i$; 
If Paul knew the Galatians ONLT upox 
thé accbunt of Charity, NO other wayes to bd 
the Sons of God by Faith ; but bythw part of 


Be their Obedience, at be fecims to import, then 


the fame way we judge of the truth of mens 
profeffion of Faith, when it fhews {elf 
this felf--fame Obediince, Gal, 3. 27- 
Bapti{m being ‘an Oblization to all folloming 

Anfw.. This your Argumient, being builds 


ed upon no more than'a SEEMING 
and 
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Di ff erences Water-Bapti/m, 
and haying been above ten times overthrown 
-alssady might leave ftill with you, tilf 


>. 
our fe 


eming Import is come to a real one, and 

th to a greater perfwafion upon your own 
Conleience. But yerily Sir, you grofly abufe 
your Reader ; Mult Zaports, yea, mutt feem- 
ang Imports now {tand for Arguments, there. 
by to maintain your confident feparation from 
your Brethren Yea, muft fuch things as 
‘hele, be the Bafis on which you build thofe 
heayy Cenfures and Condemnations you raife 
againft your Brethren, that cannot comply 
with -you, becaufe you want the word? A 


freming Import, But are thefe words of Faith, 


or do che Scriptures only help youto feeming 
Imports, and me.hap-foes for your practice ? 
No, nor yer to thein neither, for I dare bold- 
ly affirm it, and demand, if you can, to 


rove, that there is fo much as a feeming , 


IMPORT in all the Word of God, thac 
countenanceth your fhutting men, better than 
our felves, from the Things and Priviledges 
of our Fathers Houte. 

That to the Galatsans, faith not, that Pawl 
knew them to be the Sons of God by Fateh, NO 
other way, but 4 THIS part of their Obeds- 
ence ; but putsthem upon concluding cheme 


{elves the Sons of God, if chey were baptized 


into the Lord Jcfus, which could not (ordi- 
narily} be known but unto themlelves alone; 
becanfe, being. thus baptized, refpeéteth a 
ipecial AG of Faich, which onely God, and 

him that hath, and acteth it, can be privy to. 
3s one ching for him that adminiftreth, co 
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‘go Bar to 
Baptize in the’ Name of Jefus, and another 


thing for him that is the Subject, by that aS 


be baptized INTO. JelusChnft: Baprizing 
INTO Chrift, is rather the Act of che Faith 
of him that is baptized; than his going into 
» Water and coming out again ¢ But that Pag! 
' knew this co be the ftate of the Galatians NO 
other way, but by cheir external A& of bes 
ing baptized with Water, is both wild and 
unfound, and a miferable IMPORT indeed, 


Your eighth Argumentis. 
If beng baptized into Chrift, be a putting 


on 


are not baptixed ; if this putting on of Chrift, 
doth not ref{pect the vifibslsty of Chriftsanity ; 
affign fomething elfe as its fignification great 
mens Sérvants are known by thar Mafters Li- 
veries, fo are Gofpel-Believers by this Livery 


- 


; of Water-bapti(m, that all that firft trufted in 
[ubmitted. unto; which winit felf as 

| much an Obligation to all Gofpel-Obedsence, as 

| Circumcifion was to keep the whole Law. 


Anfw. Fora reply to the fartt part of thiy 
Argument, go back to the Anfwer to. the fes 
venth. 


fenfe; yea, ina faving, im the beft lenfe bur 


prove, yea,, is ungodly for you co aflert. 


= 


 glemans 


of Chrift, as Paul expreffes, then they bave 
not put os Chrift, in that fenfe be means, that 


Now that none have put on Chrift in Paul's 


them chat have, as you would: have them, 
gone, into Water, will be hard for you to - 


Your comparing Warer-bapufm.to 4 Gens 
F 2 
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Differences about Water-Bapti(m, 
tlemans Livery, by which his Name is known 
to be his, is fantaftical. | | 
_ Go you but ten doors from where men have 
knowledge of you, and fee how many of 
the World, or Chriftians, will know you by 
this poodly Livéry, to be one thac hath put on 
Chrift. What! known by Water-baptifm to 
be one that hath put on Chrift, asa Gentle. 
mans man is known to be his Mafters Servant, 
by the gay Garment his Mafter gave him, 
Away fond man, you do quite forget che 
Text, By THIS shall all men know that you 
are my Difciplesy, sf you bave love one to ano- 
ther, John 13. 35, i 

rly, itisfalfe, for fet it by it fell, , 
it, and withoue its fignification alfo : 
and how, asfuch, it fhould be obliging, I J 

fee nor. | 

| Where you infinuare, it comes in the ro | 

A&s1$. of, and obligeth as Circumcifion: You fay, f' ! 

si you know not what.Circumcifion was the in- f 

Gil itiating Ordinance, but this youhavedenyed 

2,34. t@Baptilm, Further, Circumcifion THEN 

bound men to the whole Obedience of the 

«Law, when urged by the falfe Apoftles, and Jf 
received by an erroneous Confcience. Would 
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on thus urge. Water-baptifm ! would you 
Rom'2, ave met to receive ic with fuch Confcien- 
28,29, Circumcifion in the fleth, was a Type 
Phil. 3. 3. Of Circumcifion in the heart, and’ not of 
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Bar to Communion. 


Your ninth Argumentis, 

If it were commendable sn the Theflaloni- 

ans, that they followed the foot-fteps pf the 
Church of Judea, I Thef.. 2. who-st 

» pears followed this order of adding Baptized- 
Belsevers unto the Church; Then they that 

| have found out another way of making Church- 
Members, are not by that Rule at Aastr 


but rather to be blamed; st. was. not.what was 
: fince in corrupted times, but shat which was 
s | from the beginning: the Churches were 
eAn{w, That the Text faich there was 
Church OF Fudea, Ufindnor, (1 Theff. 2. 
And that the Thef/alonians are.commend- 
n ed for refufing-to have communion with the 


 Uunbaptized Believers, (for that is our.quefti- 
I on) proveic by the word, and chen you do 
fomething.. Again, that the commendations 
Theff, 2».14..) do chitfly, or at all; re. 
pect their being Baptized: Or, becanfe they 
followed the Churches of God, which in. Judea 
were Chrift Fe{ue, in the Example of Water~ 
Baptifm.is. quite befide the word, ..The 
Verfe runs thus, for the Brethren; became 
followers of the Churches of God, which in 
Judea are in Chrift Fefus, for ye. alfo, have 
fauffered like things of your own Countrey.meny 
sven as they have of the Fews, &e. This Text 
then commends them, not for that they were 
baptized with Water, but, for that they ftood 
their ground, alchougti baptized with fuffer. 


ingy like.chem in Judea, for che Name of 
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Differences about Water-Bapti(m, 
the Lord Jefus. For fuffering like things of 
their own Countrtymen, as they did of the 
-Fews, Will you not yet leave off to abufe 

‘the Word of God, and forbear turning it out 
itsiplace,'to maintain your unchriftian 
“Gtice of rejeGting the People of God, and ex- 
‘cluding them their blefied Priviledgess 
- ‘The unbaptized Believer, inftead.of taking 
Ahame for entering into fellowfhip without it, 
ywill be ready, I doubt, to put you to fhame 
‘for bringing -Scri fo much befides the 
“purpofe, and for hing them fo miferably 


ro uphold you in your fancies, 


TYourtenth Argument is, 
fe be, that any of the Members.at Co- 
‘ri Galatia, Cools, Rome, or them that 
Peter wrote to, were not. baptized, then Paul’s 
‘Ar $ for the Refurrettion to them, or to 
pre[sthem to holine{s from that ground (Rom, 
6, Col. 2. Cor. 15.) was out of doors, 
and altogether weedlefs, yea, it be[peaks bis ig- 
worance, and throweth contempt upon.the Spi- 
‘vits Wifdem, (Heb. 6. 2 Pet.3,12.) by which 
be wrote; if that muff be afferted asa ground 
to provoke them to [uch an end, which bad no 
beeing ; and if all the Mensbers of alt. thofe 
aon were baptized, why fhould any plead 
or an exempts ts(m,for any Chareb- 
Anfw. Sappofe all, if all thefe Churches 
were baptized, what then ? that anfwererh 
not our Queftion. We. ask where yon find 
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Bar to Communion, 


Keep men as holy, and as much bdoved of 
the Lord Jefus as themfelves,> out. of Church- 


Communion; for. of light Water- 


Why we plead thongh 


that thacischeir Dury, ds 


becaufe we are not forbidden, but commanded 
to receive them , becaufe God and Chrift 


| Your eleveneii Argument ‘darts 
Af unbeptined Perfous mufhbe recesvediiato 

Churches onely, they Beleavarty 
though they deny Baptifm Then 
others for the like-privn 
any other Go/pel- 
frown the fame of\ 
hight, let in bewhatie will) $0 then as 
confequence of Principle, 
419) 
I plead not for 
caufe they are Believers;» bao for {uch Bebice 
versof whom weare perlwaded by rhe Were 
that God:hath received them, 
- 20 There are fome of. the 
bethey neglected, the being of a Church,.as 
to-her Gofpel-Contticution, 1s taken 
away; but Baptifm isnonc of them, 
ir being noChurch-Ordinance as 
partot Faith, nor of that Holinels.o 
that fheweth me tothe Churci to 
indeedva vifible Saint, The Saint is a Saint 


-and may walk with God, and be 


F  faichtul 
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Differencesabout Water-Bapti(m, 
faithful wich che Sainits,: and ro his own Light 
alfo, though he never be baptized. There- 
-fore to plead for his admiffion, makes no way 
at all for the admiflion of the open propha 
ortorective, as YOU proféls YOU do, Per- 
fons unprepared to the Lord’s Table, ana aher 3 
folemm Appointments. pag.2p. 


Your twelfth Argument is, 
Why fhonld Prefeffors have more Light in 
breaking of Bread, than Baptifes ? That thus 
be fo.urged for their excufe: Hath God 
tmore paring making ont bus mind inthe — 
‘owes rather: than the ober? there more 
‘Precepts. or Precedents. for the Supper, than 
Baptifen? Hath God been fo bountifalin ma. 
kingont bimfelf abousche ‘shafewor | 
wone; that own Ordinances, feruple it: And 
fach.arock. of offences to Pro~ 
felfors 2, That wery few will inquire after st, or 
fubmit toit ? not'man’s wifdom inter- 
pofed todarken this part of God’s Connfel? By 
_ which Profeffors feem willingly led, though a- 
ganft fo many plain Commands and Examples, 
written as with aSun-beam, that be that runs 
mayread? And an Advocate be enter- | 
tained to plead for fo grofs a piece of ignorance, 
thatthe meaneft babes of the firft Gofpel-simes 
Anfw. Many words to little purpole: 
Mult God be called to an account: by 
you, Why he giveth more Light about: the 
Supper, chan Baprifm? May: be nocifhew 
toy or conceal from :this, or another of 
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Bar to Communion 

Servants, which of his Truths he pleafeth? 
Some of the Members of :the Church of . Fe- 
rafalem had a greater Truth than: this: Kept 
from them, for ought I know, as long as they 


lived, yer God was not cake 


2, Breaking of Bread; not Baptifm, be- 
ing a Church-Ordinance;: and ‘bat fuch alfo, 
as mulk be often reiterated 5: yea, ic being an 
Ordinance S.O full of. bleflednefs,:as tivel 
to prefent Union and:Communion: wi 


Chrift co all che Members that worthily: 


thereof ; I fay,.. The Lord’s:Supper’ being 
fuch, that whjle the Members fit at that feaft, 
they fhew to each otherthe Death and Blood 


|, Of the Lord ; as they ought to do, tbe 


comets ( Cor,10.15,16,17, & 11. 22,23, 
24, 25,26, the Churcti, as a Church, ‘is 
much more concerned'in THA T; than ‘ia 
Water-bapts(m, both as tov her Faith, and 
Comfore:; | both as. tO her ‘Lnion, and Com- 


3. Your fappofition, That very few P 


feflors will ferivufly enquire after. Water-.. 


baptifm, rude. What! muft-all the 


Childrerrof God, that. are,not baptized for 
wane of Light, be ftill dtigmacized, with 
want of ferious inquiry after God’s mind in 


to plead for fo grofs a piece of iguorance, as 


OF your fumbling. I plead. for Communion 


with men, godly and fanbful, I plead chat 


they: 


g- That I'am an Advocate, entertained, 


want of Light in Baprilm, is;but like the reft 
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about WatersRaptif,; — 
they may be received, that God bath fhewed us 
he hath received, and commanded we fhould 
receive them. Cid 


Your thirteenth Argument is, 

If Obedience muftdifcover the truth of a >} * 
mans Fath toobers, why muft Baptifes be 
ont if st veas no part of Gofpel-Obedi- 
_ ence, Ls there 20 for this Prattice, 
that vt muft be thus defpifed ?' as a matter of 
dittle ules or foall one of Chrift’s precious Com. 
mands be blotted ont of a briflians Obedience, 
tomake way for of man’s 
Mafw.x. This is bat round, round, the 
famething; over and over: Thatmy obedi- J. 
ence to. Water, 1s meta dif of my Faith 
to others, is evident, from the bodypf the f; 
Bible; we find nothing that afirmsit.: J 
And Iwill now add, That if aman can- 
not fhew himfelf a Chriftian without Waters 
baptifm, He (hall never fhew either Saint, or 
Sinner, that he a Chriftian byit. 
Who they are that defpife it, I know | 
~ mot buc that 
_ without it, (feeing, even you your felf have 
concluded, itisno Church-Ordinance, p,40. 
not the entering-Ordinance, p. 35 4.) 
eth both with Scripture and Reafon, as 
mine Arguments make manifeft. So that all 
your Arguments prove no more but this,7 hae 
fo wedded to your wordle{s Notsons, that 
Charity can have no place with you. “Have you 
all this while fo much ‘as. given me one {mall 
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Test £0. prove itunlawful forthe 
Church: ta thole whom the, by the 
‘Word ,. perceiveth. che Lord. God. anil her 
received No: iand.therefore. .. 
hie. faid fo AS. £0.80 
¥ of: 
if ibe Baptifm of. john was fo far 
and igufied, that they that did fubmuyte ity 
ars {asd to juftifie God. and did tt 
nots are fasd to rejeth his counfel againfl 
[elves : fo that their receiveng, or.rejetiing the 
whole Doitrine God, bath its 
from tbie fingle Prattice, And therenot as 
wouch to be faid of the Bapts{m of Chrifl, 
an 
Aifes onr denomination of Bee 
lievers, aod. of our.receiving the Doctrine ot 
the Lord Jefus, is not to. be reckoned from 
ourBaptilm, isevicent; Becaufe according to 
our. ee of it, they only. shatdaave bes 
fore received the Doctrine of the Golpel, .and 
fo fhew it us by their Confeffion of Faith, they: 
Only ought to be baptized. Ths ferve 
forall; But, 
2. The Baptifn of was-the Beptifm 
of for the Remiffien of Sans, 
which Water was but anoutward fignificati- 4.5.6. 
Mark.1.4. -Now, what Bapufm. 
that they were Sinners; and fo ftoad ig, Chap.7. 
 peedofa Saviour, Jefus Chrift: This Baptifm, 29,32 
under this Nowon, the. Pharifees Cha, 18.9, 


would 
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Differences about Water-Tapt: (ms, 
would not receive, For they to thems 
29. they were righteous, they were 

€hap.1<.7 repentance: Not, but thac they would have 
” with Water, thac have 
been without an acknowledgement that they +» 
Mat.3.7. were Sinners : wherefore {eeing the Counfel 
God refpected, rather the Remiflion of + 
fins by Jefus Chrift, chan the outward actof 
BI. Water-baptifm, ‘ye ought rot, as you do, by 
this your Reafoning, to make it rather, at leaft 
in the revelation of it, co terminate in the 
outward act of being baptized, but in un- 
feigned and found Repentance, and the re- 
ceiving of Jefus Chrift by Faith, — Bes 
Further, A defre co fubmit. to Fobs'’s Wa- 
ter-baptifm, or of being beprized by himin 
Water; did aot demonftrate by that SINGLE 
act, the receiving of the whole Doctrine of 
God, as you fugge@, 
Why did Joho rejett the Pharifees that 
would bave been baptized ? and Paul examine 
them that were Matth, 3.7. Adts Io. 


3- 
If your a be true, why did they 
not rather lay, Oh! feeing you defire to be 
baptized, feeing you bave been baptized, you 
- meed mot to be queftioned any further your 
fubmitting to Fobn’s Water ; to us is a fuft- 
cient teftimony, even that fingle aft, chac 
have received the whole Doéctrine of 

6a. 

But T fay, why did Febn call-them Fis 
pers? and Pagl ask'd them, Whether 


| 


‘Water that a man may be 


to Communion: 


had the Holy Ghoff : Yea, itis 
evident, that. a. man oy ow defirous of 

ptized,. and nei- 
ther own the Doétrine of Repentance, nor 
know on whom he fhould believe: evident, 


spe I fay, and that by the fame Texts ( Matth.3. 


Aes 19-2, 3, 40) 


You have grounded therefore this your 
faft as alfoall the reft, 
utter miftake of chings, . 


I come 
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I come now to your Queftions ; , 

_ which although be mixed 

_ with Gall, will with patience fee 
if I can turn them into Food. 


Your firft Queftion is, 
| Ask, your own beart, whether popularity 
. and applaufe of variety of Profeffors, be not 
in the bottoms of what you have fad; that 
bath been your [nare to pervert the right wayes 
of the Lord, and to lead others into a path 
wherein we can find none of the foor-fteps of the 
Flock inthe firft Ages? 
An{w, Setrirg afide a retaliation, like your 
~ Queftion, I fay, and God knowsI fpeak the | 
truth, I have been rempted to do whatI have 
done, by a provocation of fixteen years long ; 
tempted, Ifay, bythe Brethren of your way: 
Who, when-ever they faw their opportunity, . 
have aniade ix their bufinels to feek, co rend us 
in’ piects mite own felf they have-endea- 
voured cto periwade to forfake the Church ; 
fome they have rent quite off from us, others 
they have attempted, and attempred to divide 
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and break oft from us, but by the mercy of. 
God, have been hitherto prevented. es 
A more large account you may havein my 
next, if you think good to demand it 5 wel 
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thank God that I have written what E have 
Queft, 2, Have you dealt Brotherly, or 
like a Chriftian, to throw [o much dirt upon 
your Brethren, in print, sm'\the face of the 
World, when you bad opportunity to converfe 
ST with them of reputation amongst us, before 
printing, being allowed the liberty by them, at 
the fame time for youto | peak, among thems ? 
Anfw. 1 have thrown.no ditt uponthem, 
nor laid any thing to their charge, if their 
Praétice be warrantable by the Word ; but 
you have not been offended at che dirt, 
_ your felves have thrown at all the Godly in 
the Land that are not of our Perfwafion, in 
counting them unfit to be communicated with; 
be accompanyed with in the Houfe of 
God, Thi dert you never complained of, nor - 
would, Idoubr, to this day, might you be 
— fall lee alone to throw it As to my Book, 
it was Prineed before I {fpake with any of you, 
or knew whether I might be accepted of you, 
As to them of reputation among you, I know > 
- others not one tittle inferior to them,and have 
: my liberty to confult with who I like beft. 
Queft. 3. Doth your carriage an{wer the 
Law of Love or Civslity, when the Brethren 
_ wfed means to [end for you for a conference, 
and their Letter was recesved by you, that yon 


fhould go ont again from the City after know-. 
Ledge their defires, and not vouch{afe a.mect- 
ing with them, when the glory of God, and 
the of fo many Churches % con 
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Differences about Water Bapti(m, 
The why T came not a& 
mongft you, was partly becaufeI confuleed | | 

_ mine own not my felf, | 

being a dull-headed man, able to engage fo [| 

many of the chief of you, as wasthenine | 1 
formed intended to mect me ; Lalfo feared, in gf 4? 
perfonal Difpaces, heats and bitter contentions 
might arife;a thing my Spirit hath not pleafure ¢ 
in: I teared allo, ‘that both my felf and 


words would: be mifreprefented and that 
not withour caufe, for it chey that Anfwer a 
Book will alter, and fcrue Arguments out of 
their place, and make my Sentences ftand in 
their own words, not mine, when.(I fay) my . 
words arein a Book to befeen, What would 
you have done,had I in che leaft,either in mat- 
ter ormanner, thoughbut feemingly mifcar- 
Sad 
As for the: many Churches which you fa 
are concerned, ‘as alfo the Glory of God, i 
aoubt not to fay they are only your wordlefs 
Opimions that are concerned ; the Glory of +]. 
God is vindicated :: We receive bim tbat God 
bath received, and that to the glory of Ged, 
Rom. 15, 16, | 
 Queit. 4. Is st not the Spirit of Diotre- 
phes of old, in you, ‘wha loved to bave the 
prebemsjnence, yor are [o to keep’ ont 
al the Breehren, that are not of your mind in 
this matter, from having any entertainment it 
the Churches or Meetings to which yon belong, 
though you your [elf bave not been denyed. thé 
among themthat are contrary 
munded to yor Is thts the way of your retalsa~ 
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tide 2 Ortare you afrasd left the Truth 


invade your. quarters? 


ric youtalk.of, what I haye of it, God take | 


trephes ? Why, not to recesve the Brethrenin-. 
tothe Church, andto forbid them that would, 


Thisdo 1 ain for, 


Communion with Saints, becaufle they are. 
Saincs:' none of the Brethren out-of 
_ the Cherchés; nor forbid chem that would 
receive them, .. [fay again, fhew me the man 
that is a vifible Believer, and chat walkech 
with God; .and chowgh’ he differ wich mea. 
bout Baptifm, the Doors of. the Church 
* ftand open for him, and all our Heaven-born 


Priviledges he fhall be admicted to, 


But how came Dyotrephes fo lacely iatovour 
Where was he in chole dayes that oug 
Brethren of the Baptized-way,would neicher 
receive intothe Church, nor pray. wich men 
as good. as themlelves, becaufe they were not 
baptized ; but would eicher, like Quakers, 
ftand with cheir Hats on their heads, or clfe 
withdraw till we had done. gow 


gaulewe canno: yer prevail with them, £¢> 
pene cof, cheir, Church-rensing,. Principles, 
Asto the Retaliation, mind the hand,of God, 
Let the Truth.come uarrers.z 
welcome, 'buc fowers of Difeord, .becaufe 
Lord hatesit, we alfo-ourfelves will avard cheng, 


it from what wastheSpirit of 


our not {uffering chofe you plead for 
to preach in our che Reafonis, 


Prov.6}19, 
Rom,ié, . 
17,8). 


| 
| 


shen’ more wife and judicious than him thac 


are alfe of fidesfer om price 


harid in, done ro your difparagement ? 
Queft. 6. Did'not your pre{umption prompt 


be beft known at the Day of 


Di ferences about Water. Bapti{w; 
Quelt. 5. comempt cof? the 
Brethren, who defired your that 
at the [ame time, when you bad oppertuasty to 
fpeak, totbem; inftead of that, you committed 
the Letters to othtrs, by way of reflettion upon | 
 Anfw, Weis no contempe at confult 


wrote, or my felf cither.. ‘Bue why not con. 
fole with others, Wifdomto die with you ? 
Or do’you count all thac your felves have no 


wto provoke THE M to printing, sn your | 
them, when they Lined io be found 
in no {uch practice, left the Enemies of Truth 
What provoked you to Print, will de 


ther your fear of lofing your wordlefs 
or my ‘plain Anfwer to your Letter ; 
the words in my Letter are, As for my Book, 
never defer its An{wer till you [peak with me, 
for I firwe not for maftery but Trath, Though 
you did not defireto write, yet with us there 
was continual labour to rend us to pieces, and 
to prevent that, was my firft Book written. 
And let who will take advantage,fo the Truth 

of God, and theedification of my Brother be “f 
Qaeft.: 7 Whether your Principle and Pras | 


» not equally againft oshers aswell asus, | f 


copal, Presbyterians,and Independents, 4: 
A 
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no Bat to Communion> 


hey differ with ws about the fabjett of Baptifm) 


Do you delight to have your band agai 
 Anfw. 1 own Water-baptifm to be God's 


: Ordinance, but I make no Idol of it, Where. 


call now the Epifcopal to Gide with you, 
alfo che Presbyterian, &e, you will not 


find them eafily perfwaded ‘to conclude with: 


you againft me. They are againft your man- 
ner of Dipping,as well as the Subject of Wa-: 
ter-baptifm; neither do you, for all you flac 
ter them, agree.together in all but the 
Do you allow their Sprinkling ? Do yey al- 
low their figning with che Crofs ? Why then 
have you fo ftoutly, an hundred times over, 
condemned. thefe things as Antichriftian, I 
am not againft every man, though by your 
abufive language you would fer every one 
me, but am for Union, Concord, and 


Omamunion with Saints, as Saints, andfor 


that caule I wrote my Book. 


To Coneluges. 
1. In ALL Ivhave faid, I. puta diffetence 


| between my Brethrea of the Baptized«way ; 


I know fome are more moderate than forme. 
2. When I plead fos. che wnbsptized, I 


chiefly intend :bofe shat are not SO baptized. 


asmy Brethren judge right, according to the 


evde Ty any fhall count my Papers worth 


the feribling againft, let him deal with mine . 
‘Arguments, and immediately depend. 
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Differences about Water-Baptifm, 
ing.wportithem,: aad not conclude he barb cons. 
Books, when be haih. only at 
wor 
Lftrive not, fos Matery, nor to thew.mytelf 4 
fingular ;, but, sf st onght be, for Union and 
Communion among the godly,, Andcountme |; 
not as anenemy, ; becaufe I tell you the Truth. 
And wow, diffenting Brethren, com~ 
mend yow to God, who can pardon your fin, 


and \gvve jow.more grace, and.an i 

ERRATA. 


$7, line 34, for in read above. 
‘Bage 58, line 77, leaveout 
Page line 12». leaye out 
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| ave Weak i in the Faith, re 


WP don ceive yon. 


"Hereds fome the'receiving 
 thiere mentioned, was bucreteive 
ing into brotherly’A fection, fuch 
as were int 
‘but hor a receiving of fuch as were weak into 
the Church, 
That in the Text are twa things to be 
quired ifito, 
Firf, “Whar weaknies:of Faith 
that muft not hinder receiving, 
_ Secondly, By whom, and towhat,hethat. 
ds weak in the Paich, is to be recéived ? | 
To the Firf, What weaknels of Faiththis 
nor ‘hinder receivinig, whether | 
G 3 was . 


ment upon the fame ; 
eArgument,. 


Luk2y 25 


Differences abeat Waters 
was it weaknefs in the Graces of Faith, or in 
the Doctrine of Faith? It’s conceived the 
Firft- is-incuded, ‘buc che Secimd principally 


intended. 
Firft, That fome ‘of the Lord’s People are 


4 thelGraces of Faith, will be confefled 
by all, and that rhe Lord would have his 
fed as well a#his Sheep, and his Chil. 
dren as well as grown Men, and that he hath 
given the right. to Gofpel-priviledges, not to 
degrees of Grace, hut tothe Trath Him that 
ss weak in the Faith, receive you : or UNTO 
you, as fome GO O D Tranfiations read it, 
4.1. 

Secondly, k's fuppoféd, this Command 
of rectivirig bimy that is weak in the Faich, 
_ doth principally intend, that is weak in the 
Dottrine of Faith; and chat not fo Prick in the 
DoCtrine of Juftification, as in Go 
£utions, as doth appear by: the feco 
veries, which fhews, that ic was in f 
Pradice, wherein fome were weaky/and’ at 
which others were offended 5 notwithftand- 
‘ing the Glorious Lord who bears all his ffraed 
upon his heart receives, verf. 3. and command- 
eth, bim that i weak in the Faith receive yom, 
or unto you. 

Therefore, here we are to enquire of the 
receiving inthe Text, By wbom, and to what, 


he that 1s weak in the Faith, thonld be rte 


ceived, 

Tawhich enguir there are 
Sesondly, 


» 
pr 
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) 
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Bar to Communion. 
Tothe Firf. The Text makes anfwer, 
Him that ts the Fasth, recesve you, or 
unto you; which muft be the Church at 
Rome, to whom the Epiftle was writ, as allo, 
co all beloved of God, called tl) be Saints, 
Rom.1.7. And as tothem, fo unto all Chur- 
ches, and Sairits, Beloved and called through- 
out the World. 

Note, That Epiftles are as well to direct? bow 


Churches are to carry things toward Saints 
without, ato Saints within ; and alfo toward 


all men [0 as to give no offence to few or Gentile, 
vbr to the Church of God, 1 Cor.10,.32, 

The fecdnd part of the Enquiry is, to 
what he that ‘is weak in. the Faith isto be re- 
ceived ? whether only unto mutual affection, 
as foe affirm, as if he were in Church.. 
Fellowfhip before, that were weak in the 
Faith ?“or whether the Text doth as well, if 
not rather intend, che feceiving fuch as were, 
and are weak in the Faith... Not only unto, 
mutual affection if in the Church, but unte 
Church-fellowfhip alfo, if they were out, 
For clearing of which, confider, To whom 
the Epiftle was written, Kem.1.7, Not only, 
to the Church there, but unto all chac were be-. 
loved of God, and called to‘ be Saints inalf 
Ages, And as at Rome itis like there then 
were, and in other places now are Saint: weak 
in the Faith, both in and out of Church-Fel- 
Jowthip ; And it is probable there then were, 


aiid elfewhere now are thofe that will caft fuch © 
_ Out of theit mutual affection. And if they will 
‘¢aft fuch out of their mutual aflection that are 
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Differences about Water-Bapti 
within, do.doubt, they will. keep’ out of their 
Church-Fellowfhip thefe that are withour, 
~ Arg.t. Whereas the Lord’s care extends to 
all his,,and if it were a good Argument in the 
third verfe, for them to receive thofe within 
becaufe God hath received thern, it would be 
as good an Argument to receive in thofe wich- 
out, for God.bath received them alfo: unlels 
it could be proved, that all that were and are 
weak in the Faith, were and are in Church- 
Fellow fhip; which is net likely 5 For. if they 
would caft fuch out of their Affection thar 
are within, they would upon the fame ac- 
éount keep them out of Church-fellowhhip. 
thar were without: Therefore as ic isa Duty 
ro receive thofe within unto mutual Affection, 
SO it isnolefs a duty, by the Text, toreceive 
fuch Weak ones as are without, into Church- 

Arg.2. Is urged from the words themfelves 
Which are, Receive bim that te weak in the 
Faith, whereitt the Lord puts Timirati- 
on, in this Text or in any other, and who is 


chen chat cam reftrain ir, be will 


the Holy Orie of ‘I{rael ? and how would fuch 
qn interpretation, foolifhly charge the Lord, 


as if he took care ONLY of thofe withing. »4- 
 Buenot LIKE care of thofe without ? where. 


4s he commandeth them to receive them, and. 
uifeth this Motive, he had received them, and 
Kereceiveth thofe that are weak in tlie Faith, 
if without, as well asthofewithin, 


) 


) 


Frem the Example, (to wit) That Godbad 4. 
repeiued them ; Whereas, had He been Of the. « 
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ne Bar toc 


that before the Motive was urged: Forno 
true Church of Chrift’s would take in, 
keep in any, whom they judged the Lord had 
, hot received, but thofe weak ones were fuch 
as they queftioned whether the Lord had re- 
, ¢eived them, elfe the Text had not been an 
an{wet fufficient tor their receiving them: 
hy might have been objected, They hold 
up oblervations. of Meats, and Dayes, 
which by the Death of Chrift were abolifhed, 
and fo d d deny fome of. the Efiects of his 
Death the Lord who was’ principally 
wronged could pals rbu by, and commandeth 
Others ro receive them, allo, . And if itbea 
* good Argument to receive fuich as are weak 
dmany thing, whom_the Lord hath received, 
Then there can be no rgument te 
for any thing for Bue ie ord will not teje 
them Por e the Command in the fir fk verie, 
and hjs Examp le ia, che third verfe were in- 


fufficient fome other Arguments 


unto the Church, _belide bis Command and 
Example. 


Some Object, C bsp. ‘15. Receive you one 


another, as Chriff bath “us 
Glory of God, and from thence fuppofing the 
the ext faith not fo.; ‘For if you confider the 
8th and oth verfes, you may {ee he {peaks unto 
ews and Gentsles iv general, that} 
lad the receiving, they fhould receive Ges- 
tiles and if the Gentiles had the recesving, 
they Should receive Fewes For had 


Church, they would have been perfwaded of | 
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Differences about Water-Bapti/m, 


been on both fides géaimanded, The Fewes 


entiles, yOU ate com. 
manded to receives, but we are not com- 
manded to receif™you ; and if che weak had 
the receiving, they fhould receive the Rrong ; 
_ and if the ftrong had the receiving , they 

fhould not keep out the' weak; andthe Text 

is reinforced with the Exam Ne of the Sons 
recewing ws unte the Glory of God, that as he 


might have faid to 


receiveth Jewes, and poor Gentiles, weak, and 


; in Church-fellowfhip, of our of 
- Charch-fellowthip “So fhould they, to the 
Glory of God, And as the Lord Jefus 
ceived fone, thoughi' chey held, fome, things 
more than were Commandéd, and fome things 
lef than were Commandéd, and as thofe that 
were weak and in Church-fellowthip, fo chofe 
_ chat were weak and out ‘of Charch.fellow- 
fhip; and that nor only mto murual Affect. 
on, but unto Fellowfhipawith himfelf’;' and fo 
fhould they, ‘ not only receive fach as were 
weak within into murual A flection, “but fuch 
as were without, both to mutual Affection 
_and to Church-fellowfhip : Or elfe fuch weak 
as were without, had excluded’ by 
the Text, ~ Oh! how is the’heart of God the 


ftrong ; 


Father and the Son fet upon this, to have his’. 
Children in his Houfe, and in one anothers © 


hearts as they are in his, and are born upon 
the fhoulders and breafts of his Son their 
High-Prieft ? and as if all chis will not do it, 
buc the Devil will’ divide chem whole. 
work it properly is; Bus the God of Peace 
will conse in Shortly, and brgile Satan bare 
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no Bar to Communion: .. 


their feet, as in Rom, 16. 
will agree to be in one Howe, ° 
more of one Heart; in the my 
in Chap. 15.5. Now the Patience and 
Confolation grant that Uike-minded one 
"towards pt, Fefus, 

thall endeavoak anfwering of fome 


ime pray as 


Objettions, and leavé it unto Confideration. 


Obj. Some fay this bearing, or receiving, 
were but in things indifferent. Yee 
_ dnf{w. That eating, or forbearing upona 
civil account, are things indifferent, is true: 
But noc when done upon the accgunt of Wor. 
fhip, as keeping of Dayes, and ‘eftablifhing 
Fewifh obfervations about Meats, which by 
the-Death of Chrift are taken away, and it 
. isnot fairly to be imagined the fame Church 
| at Rome look’d fo ipon them as indifferent; 
nor that the Lord doth; Thar it were all alike 
tohimto hold up Fewifh Obfervations, or to 
keep Days or no Days, ‘right Days or wrong 
Days, as indifferent things, whichis a great 
iftake, and no than to make God's 
~ Grace little in receivirie fach : For if ir were 
but ‘if things wherein they had not finned, ie 
were no gréat matter for the Lord ro reccive, 
and it would have been as good an Argument 


Or Motive to the Church, to fay che things, 


were indifferent, as to fay the Lord bad reres- 
‘Whereas the Text is to fer out the Riches of 
Grace to the Veffels of Metcy, as Rom.9.15- 
That as at firft he did freely chufe and accept _ 
~ them 5 fo when they fail and mifcarry in ma~_ 
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ny things, yea ‘about his Worthip alfo, al- 
chen he be moft injured thereby, yet he is 


firft in pafliag ic by, and. perfwading others 


todochelike; That as che good Samaritan 


did in the Old Teftamen:, fo our good Sa-, 


maritan doth in the New, when Prieft and 


Levite pafs'd by, Paftor and People pafs by; , 


yet he will not, “but pours in Oyl, and car- 
ries them to his Inn, and calls for receiving, 
and ferting ic upon hjs account, | 

Objet. That this bearing with, and recesv- 
sng fuch as are weak, m the Faith, muft be li- 
wuted to Meats, and Dayes, and fuch like 
things that had been old Jews(bObfervations bus 


not usto the being ignorant im, or doubting of 


any | 
 Anfo. Where the Loid pucs no limitation, 
m2n fhould be wary how they doit, fos they 
mult have a Command or Example, before 
they.can limit chis Commaad ; for -although 
the Lord took this, occafion from their’ diffe. 
rence, abou: Mears and. Dayes to give this 
Command, yer the Command is née limit 


there, no more than (Mat, 12. 1,25 3545 | 


5: 6,7.» That when they made ule of his good 
aw rigoroufly in che. Letter, he _prefeatly 


and fells them, Had they kuown what this 
meaneth, | will have Mercy und not Sacrifice, 
they would not have condemusd the guiltlels ; 
as allo Mat. 9. Go learn what 
eth, I will have Mercy, and not Sacrifice, 
which is not co be limited” unto what was the 


prcfent occafion of publifhing the Command, 


publithed an Act of Grace, in the 7th 


but 


‘ 
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but obferved as general Rule upon all occafi. 
ons, wherein Mercy and Sacrifice comes’ in 
competition, to fhew the Lord will rather have 
a Duty omitted that is due ro him, then Mer- 

Creatures omitted by them. So in 
the Text, when fome would not receive (uch 

. |, as were weak in the Faith, as to matters of 
Pragtice, the Lord was pleafed to publith chs 
ACT of Grace; Him that 4 weak in the 
Faith, recesve,jou, but not to doubiful difpu- 
tation. Now unlefs it be proved, that no 
Saint can be weak in the Faith in any ching 
but Meats and Days, or in fome Old-Tefta- 
ment-Obfervation, arid that he ough: not to 
be jadged a Saint, that is weak in the Faith, 

as it relates co Gofpel-Inftitutions, in matters 


‘ 


of practice, you cannot limic the Text, and 
| 

you muft alfo prove his WeaknefsSUCH, a 
that the Lord will not tecerve him ; cile the 
Command in the firft verfe, and the Reafon 
or Motive in the third verfe, wil both be in 
force upon you, to wit, His that « weak in 
_ the Fasth, receive yon, or nnto you, for God 

bath received him, 
Object. But fome may objet from 1 Cor. 

12, 13. For by one Spirit are we all baprized >, = 
‘f+ intoone Body, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
tiles. Some there are that affirm thus 10 be 
meant of Water-baptifms, and that particular 
Churches are formed thereby, and all perfons 
are to be admitted.and joyned unto [uch Churches 
by Water-bapti[m, 
| Anfw, That the intended in the 
Text, isthe Spirits-baptiim, and not Warer- 


~baptfim 


| 
f 
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Differences about Water- Bapts{ms, 


baptifm; and that che Body the Text intends, _ 


is not principally the Charch of Corinth, ‘bur 
all Believers, both Jews and Gentiles, being 
baptized into one Myftical Body, as Ephef. 4. 


4. There ss one Body, and one Spirit, wherein 


there is fec out the “aster and the United; 


therefore in the third verfe they are exhorted ‘ | ‘ 


to keep the wnity of the Spirit in the Bond of 


Peace. The United aré all che Faithful, in | 


one Body; into whom ? in the fifth verfe, in 
one Lord JefusChrift; by what? one Faich, 
one Baptiim, which CANNOT be meant of 
Water-baptifm ; for Water-baptifm doth hot 
unite all this Bowys for fome of them never 


had Water-baptifm, and are yet of this Bo- 
dy, and by the Spirit gathered into one Lord - 


Jefus Chrift, Epbef. 1.10, both which are 
1 Heaven and in‘Earth, Jew and Gentile, 


to God in one Body by his Crofs; the Inftru- 
ment you have in verf. 18. by one Spirit, 
Ephef, 3. 6. That the Gentiles fhould be Fel- 


} 


Epbef.2. 16. that he might reconcile both un. 


low-Heirs of the fame Body, verf. 15. of © 


whom the whole family in Heaven and Earth 
ws named. And the Reafons of their keeping 
the Unity of the Spirit, in Epb.4.3, is laid 
down inv.4,5. being one Body, one Spirit, 


having one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, one - 


Baptifm, whether they were |ews or Gentiles, 


fuch as were in Heaven or in Earth, «which 


os 
4 


CANNOT be meant of 
in that fenfe, they had nor all 
nor. admicted and wnited thereby: 


baptized 


is 
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yo Bar to Communion: rrr 
baptized into one Body, whether Fews or Gen- 
soles, whether we be bond or free, we bavin 
been all made to drink snto one Spirit 5 which 
CANNOT be meant of Water-baptifm, in 
regard all the Body of Chrift, and 
Gentiles, bond and free, partook not there- 
of. | 
Objekt. But Ephef. 4.5. faith, there but 
one Baptifm; and by what bath been fad, sf 
granted, Water-bapti{m mill be excluded, of | 
elfe there is more Bapti(ms than oxe. 
An{w. Ic followeth not that becaufe the | 
Spirie will have no corrival, thac therefore o- 
ther things may not be im their places: That 
becaufe the Spirit of God taketh the prehemi- | | 
nence, therefore other things may not be fub-. 
fervient : 1 Febn 2.27. The Apoftle tells | 
them, That the andinting which they have re- 
cesved of abidetbinthem; and you 
faith he, that any man teach yon, but as 
fame anointing teacbeth you all things. By 
this fome may think, Fobm excludes the Mini- 
ftry'. no fuch matter, though the Holy Ghoft 
hadconfirmed and inftfaéted them fo in the 
-Fruvh of the Gofpel, as that they were fur- 
nifhed againft Seducers in v, 26. yet you fee 
goes on ftill teaching them in many 
| things: Asalfo in Epbef, 4.11, 12, 13. he 
ME gave fome A » fome hets,, fome 
Evangelifts; {ome Paftors, T 


» 


- 


+ * 


ver{, 12. for the perfecting of the Saints, for — 
the work'of the Miniftry, forthe edifying of 


the Body of Chri’; ver{: rz. Till we all come 
ja the'anity of the Fath, and of the 


Differences abous Waters 


So in the Spirits-baptilm, though ic have the 
preheminence, and appropriatech fome things, 
as peculiar tout felf, 1c doch not thereby de- 
{troy the Ufe and End of Water-baptifm, or 
any other Ordinarice in its place : for Water. 
baprifm is a means to,increafe Grace, and in 
it, and by it Sanctification is forwarded, and 
Remiflion of fins more cleared and wirnefled ; 
yet the giving Grace, and regenerating and 
renewing, is the Holy Spirit’s pecuhar. Con- 
fider 7st. 3..5. By the wafbing of Regenerg- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, Cipciion 
being the outward {ign of the inward Graces 
wrought by the Spirit, a reprefentation or 
figure; as in x Pet. 3.21. The-like Figure, 
whereunto Bapts 


fms doth now allo fave us, not 
the putting away of the filth of the fle(h, but the 
an[wer of a good Con{csence towards God, by 
the Refuerrethion of Chriff, not excluding 
Water-bapcifm; but fhewing, That the Spiri- 


tual part 1s chiefly toibe looked ar: Though 


fuch as flight Water-baprifm as the Pharifees 


of the Sonof God, unto a perfect 


‘ae 


and Lawyers did Luke7. 30, rejeét-the Coun- 


fel of God againft themielves not being Ba 
tized And fuch.as would fet 
an the Spirit’s place, exalt a duty againft the 


Deity and dignity of the. Spirit, and dogive 


the Glory due vnto-him, as God. blefled .tor 


ever, unto.a duty. 


By which miuftake...of fetting up Water- 

Work, which... was. never appoiaced 


baptifm in the Spirit's place, and)al 
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me © of forniing the Body of Chrift, either in ge- 
~-neral, asin tCor.t2.13, Epb.a.5. or as to 
® © particular Churches of Chrift, we may fee 
‘the fruit, that inftead of being the means of 
uniting as the Spirit doch, chat it hath nor 
* ‘only rent his feamlefs Coat, but divided his 
«4, Body which he hath purchafed with his own 
blood, and oppofed that great defign of Father, 
Son, and Spirit, in uniting poor Saints, there. . 

by pulling in pieces what a Spirit hath put 
together. Him that weak in the Fasth re- 
ceive you, forGod hath-rectived him ; being 
{uch.as the Spiric had. baptized and 
| of the Body of Chrift, he would have his 
Churches receive them alfo: whofe Baptilm 
isthe ONLY Baptifm, and {0 is called the 
ONE. Baprifm: Therefore confider; whe- 
ther fuch a Practice, hath aCommand or an — 
Example, that Perfons; muft be joyned into 
Church-fellow fhip For, 
baptized many, he did.not baptize 

feme into one Church, and {ome into.another,: 
nor all into one Church. (as the Church of. 
Reme doch); And into what Church did; 
Philip baptize the Ewsach, the Apoftle the 
Baylor and his houfe? And all the reft they. 
daptized, were chey not left free to joyn them: 
felves for their convenience, and Edification ? | 
All which I leave to Confideration, I might 
 hayenamed fome inconveniencies, -if not. ab- 
furdities that would follow che Affertion ; . 
@ father the miftakes of the Baptizers on 
 theSpirit’s act, who is not miftaken in any 
He baprizech 5 creep i una. 
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-yerced,'and willing to be baptized ; but there 


‘and for'to receive one that holds the Baptifm be 


 itt-the Text’ Hite tbat’ tBe 


Differences about Water- r-Béptifes, 


wares into the Myftical Body by him; and al- 
fo, how this manner of forming Churches 
would fuit.a Country, where many are con- 


being no Church to be baptized into, how 

fhallfuch a Church- ftate begin? The firft muft 4 
be baptized into no- Church, and thereftine §- 
to him asthe Church, cr the Work ftand fill 


for want of 2 Church, 


Obj. But God is a God f Order 
Order all the Churches of Chrift ; 


had in bis’ Infancy, there is no Command nor 
Example for, and b the fame Rale Childres 
wil be bromght 106 eC birch-members 


‘That God i i$ a God of Order, and 
drid ‘hath ordained Orders in all the Cliarches 
of Chriffis true 5 and that this 3 is one of the 
Orders to receive him ‘thac is weak’ in che 
Faith; isas‘truc. Arid though thefé“bé’ tio 
Example Command; in’ fo man y words, ‘re. 
ceive fich dn ‘one’ that’ ‘holds the Tapia he 
had! in’his' infancy, £6 yeject fuch“a dite 
Dut’ chere!is a Conjntand ‘receive him thar is 
weak in’the Paith, ithout limitation, and ic. 
is ‘like ‘this ‘might be'a doubt thofe’ 
cayes fo ni not fpoken of “in particular, 
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But’ the Lord: provides’ aif 


Paith, receive you, for elfé ‘receiving, ‘would 
not be the account of bit’ 


‘ knowing, 


ly 
> 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
a 
‘ 
Th 
4 


no Bar to Communion. 


knowing, and doing all things according to 
Rule and Order, and that mutt be perfectly, 
elfe for to deny any thing, or co affrmtvo 
much is diforderly, and would hinder receive- 
ahs ing: But the Lord deals not fo with his 
People, but accounts LOVE the fulfilling 

of the Law, though they be ignorant in many 
things, both as to knowing, and doing ; and 
receives them into Communion and Fellowfhip 
with bimfelf, and would have others do the 
famealfo: Andif he would have fo much 
bearing in the Apoftic’s dayes, when they had 
infallible helps to expound Truths unto them, 
much more now,the Church hath been fo long. 
in the Wildernefs and in Captivity, and not 
that his People fhould be driven away tn the 
dark day, though they: are fick and weak, 
Exek. it. fhonld be 
fuppofed fuch tendernefs would bring in Chil- 
dren in Age to be Church-members ,. yea, and 


Him that weakin theFaith, receive jou: 
It, is. nor He, and his Wife, and: Children, 
unlefs it can be proved, they are in the 


Ob B fome Ordisances may be-loft 
or omitted, and is be {uppofed ihe Lord 


omitted. in the Old or New-Teflament; or the 
wfe of them, and yet own for true 
Churches, and. what reafon can there be for 
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welcome, if any body could prove thn inthe 
Faith, though never fo weak 5 for the Textas, 


| wenld fuffer ony of bis Ordinances to be loft or - 
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tobe omizted , and in’ che Olé 

and ayer owned “the Church, 
hough Circumeifton ‘were :omitted in: the 
Wildssadis heeowned: chem to be his” 

38.*and many of thie Ordi- 

ances: mrshe Captivity; Sce 
28130, which fhewed - 
the:! -was' to,’ put’ ‘and 
colbe! omeced upon <p paint of death, 
ed; Ordinances;the Ark, ‘with 

M tacy:Scatiand (Cherubime?}: the Fire froin: 

while: you 
th: lew. Teflantent hike 
that foe feveral Apes, and yer how 
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hands are clean, and that he doneall a 
Lord Conimands; as to in hig 
Morlhip? atidnuft not confels the . 
< Alteration either.in the matter or manncr’ 
owned foitrue Churches, ‘and receivedias. 

\vibble Saints, chiouigh 'igaos ann her wholly 

oyl the Cites Of. the Spirity: which isithe> 
Urim and of the Gofpel? 

Cannot be proved= thar 
4 *enorane i the ner: get thas 
herein ic isshoughe meet cherefhould be beam.” 
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ing, nor: an Bapalin, efpecially 
chings malSic, antl dinyes thewicheir dove tmis 
end unco the Dd, 
inaligiz blood; which thewerh;sbey 
chee Light abovejand arkiwilling Ghats: 
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Differences about Water-Bapts{m, 


Astothe Query, What reafon us there, why 
the Lord (howld fuffer any of bis Ordinances 
to be loft ? he 


Anfw. If there were no Reafon to be — 
fhown, it fhould teachus filence, for he doth “ 
nothing without the higheft Reafon ; and 
there doth appear fome Reafons, in the Old 
Teftament, why thofle, Ordinances of Urim 
and Thammim, were luftered co be loft in 
the Captivicy, chat they might long, and 
look forthe Lord Jefus, the Prieft, was 
to ftand up with Urim and Thammim, Ezra... 

2. 63. Néh. 7.65. whichthe Lord by this 4 
puts them upon the hoping for, and to be in 
she expectation of fo great amercy,which was 499 
the promife of the Old Teftament, and all 
the Churches loffes in the New Teftament; 
By all the dark night of ignorance fhe ha:h | 
been in, and long captivity the hath been un- 
der, and in her wandering wildernefs-ftate, 
_ wherein fhe harh rather beea fed with Manna 
from Heaven, ‘than by menupon Earch 5 and | 
‘after ali her crofles and lofies, the Lard le:s 
Lighebreakini by degrees, anddeliverance by 
hiecloand little 5 and fhe coming owt of the 
 Waldernefs leaning upon ber Beloved andthe’ 
feed hach. given the Valley of Achor 
oor of Hupe, that c're long fhe may receive 
the Promilerof the-Gofpel richly, by the Spi-’ 
ris:to be poured upon us fromonbigh, 
32 rg. and the 2be’a 
eld, and che fraicful Figld become a 
it and. 
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no Bar to Communione. 
and then the Lord will take away the covering 
caft overall people, Ifa. 25.7. and the Vail 


that is {pread over all Nations; J/a. x1. 9. 
For the Earth fhall be filled with the Knom- 


> ledge of the Lord, asthe Waters cover the Sea. 


_fitors on this Text, in regard 


veri. 13. Then Ephraim fhall not envy Judah, 
and Judah (hall not vex Ephraim, Thus will 
the God of Peace bruife Satan under-foor 
fhortly ; and one Reafon why the Lord may 
fuffer all this Darknefs and Differences that 
have been, and yer are, is, thar we. might 


long and look for this bleffed Pro.nifeof che 


Gofpel, the pourings out of the Spirit. 
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Object. But Authors do jndge, ‘that 


the weak and ftrong were all in Church-felow~ 


before, and that the receiving Rom,14.1- 
was but into mutual affettion, 


Anfw. Te ought to be ferioufly weighed 
how any differ from fo many worchy Au- 


_ thors, is confelied, ta whom the World is fo 


much beholding tor help in many things; 


out it would be of dangerous coafeguence to. 


takeall for granted they fay, and unlike the 
noble Bereans, Acts 17.11. Though they 


had fome infallible Teachers, yet they took’ 


not their Words or Doctrine upon crult ; and. 
there may be more ground to Expos. 

their, Principles. 
neceffitate them co judge chat the fenfe ; for 


ie’be in their Judgments a Duty to compel’ 
all'to come ing and to receive all, and theie, 


Children} ‘they ‘muft needs judge ‘by. that 
us | 
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Differences about Wat er-Bapts{ms, 
Text, they were all of:the Church, and in 
Fellowfhip, before their fcrupling Meats and 
Diyes, becaufe that isan Act of grown per- 
fons ac years of difcretion ; and therefore the. 
receiving is judged bycthemto be onclyinto. 4 
mutual affection, for it.isimpoffible for them, 
| to hold their Opinion, and judge otherwife 
of the Text ; forin Bapufm, chey judge in- 
fants fhould be received into Church-tellow- 
fhip ; and then {crupling Meats. and Dayes 
moult needs be afer joyning.. Their Judge-’ 
ments mighc as well be taken, that it isa Du- 
ty co baptize Infants, asthat they can judge 
a this Text rightly, and hold their pra- 
Ctice, i 4 


to eat the Paffeover, Exod, 12. And doth not 
the Lord as well require, the fignof Bapis[m 
now, as of Cir:umcifion then? and is there 
not like reafom for it? 
The Lord,rin the Old Teftamenr, 
exprefly commanded no uncircumeifed Perfor. 
fhould.eat the Pafleover, Exod. 12. 28. and. 
in Ezek. 34.9. that noftranger, uncircums: 
cifed in heart,cr uncircumeifed in fl. th,fhould. 
nec into hi; Sanctuary: And had the Lord, 
commanded, that ng unbaptized Perfon, 
fhould enter into bis Churches, ic had, been, * 
clear: And nodoubr, Chrift was .as faith, 
fulas 4 Son in all his Houle, as A¢ofes was: 


reefon, if the Lord had commanded fa. 


| Object. But no ancircumsifed Perfon was ) 


as a Servant; and althoueh there had. been. 
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Bar to 
to be, yet in God’s Worlhip moft 
make ‘the likenefs of any thing in our reafon;,. 


bue che Will of Ged, he: Ground of Daty‘; 
for upon fuch.a Foundation fome would binlé 


the baptifing of Infants, »becaufe ‘be 


"asthe Text faith noc fo,-buc, Him thar is weak. 
in the Faithreceive you, OF unto you, 


like unto Circumcifion; ‘and fo break the Se 
ond Commandment, in-making the likenefs: 
of things: of their own contrivance, of gis) 


1 in the Worthip of 


The moft that I I chink cari be faid i 


we have no Gofpel-Exatiple for -receiviiie’ 
without Baptifm, or rejecethg “any for want? 


of it: Therefore it is defired, what hath been 
faid, may be confidered, left while we look 
for an Example, we do not overlook a Com. 


mand upon a miftake, fuppofing that they 
were all in Chuich-fellowfhip betore; where- 


We may {ce alfo how the Lord proceeds 


' under the Law, though he accounts thofe 


’ mot have any of ‘his Childyen ke aod 


things that wege done contrary to his Law, 
finiul, though 


knew thereof, Levit. 5. 5. comp. with 1g, 
16 verfes: And that may bea mans own 
fin through his ignorance; that though it 


may be anothers Dury to endeavour to inform ~ 


hhiayin, yet not thereupon to keep him out of 
his Father's Houfe;_ for furely che Lord would 


out we have aword forit, An though th 


never 


sequired the ‘Offender co offer Sacrif ce till he 


tout, with- 
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Differences about Water-Baptifm, 
feruple fome Meats in their Fathers Houle, yer 
it-may be dangerous for the {troager Children 
co deny themall:the reft of the dainties there. 
in, till she weak and fick can eat ftrong Meat ; 
whereas Peter had Meat for one, and Milk for & | | 
another ; and Peter muft feed the poor Lambs 
wellas the Sheep; and if others will noc | 
doit, the Great Shepheard will comeerelong 
and look up what hath been driven away, = | 
Eztk, 34. 4,11. Ifa.40.11, Hewillfeed . 
his Flock like ai Shepheard ; he fhall gather J 
the Lambs into his Bolom, and gently lead . 
thole chat are with Young. 
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- Books Printed and are to be fold by Totin 
Wilkins, at bu Shop next door to the 


 Exebange Coffee-houfe inExchange- 


Alley, over againft the 
_ change, London, 


Cambridge Concordance to the Hol 
Scriptures : with che various Readings bot 

of Textand Margin; ina more exact Banee 

than harh hitherto been extant, 

The Houfe of Mourning, furnifhed 
Directions for 
Preparationsto the Hcurof ~ 

With of Death : 

Confolations at 

2 Delivered in 56 Sermons, at the 
: F unerals of divers Faithful Servants of Chritt. 


Large Ottave’s. 


/ . tight manner of che Saints Addrels to the 
Throne of Grace; intwo Treatifes, 
= The Hiftory of the Adminiftration of 
Cardinal Ximenes, great Minifter of State 

Spain, &c. 
As, Fanewayes Death unftung: A. Sermon, 
 preached’ar che Funeral ‘of Thomas 
an whe dicd i in Fuly 


Iu Folio. | 


Otefield’s Generation of Seekers : Or, the 
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Books fold by John Wilkins; 
Mr. Palmer’s Childrens Bread: Or, the 


the firft Priffciples of the: Knowledge of God 
to feafon the Heads and Hearts of the Young. 4 
Ones betimes : by way of Queftion and 


‘Aufwer. 

Scortreth’s Warning-piece for the flum-. 

bring Virgins: Or, an Alarm to the Friends 

of the Bridegroom ; jn fome awakening Me. 

ditations upon Chrift’s. own watch.word, 

Matth.26.41. Watck,and Pray, &c, 

_. The Priyiledge of 1 he Saints on Earth, be- 

yond thofe in Heaveng in refpect of Gifts and 
aces Exerciled, and: Services per- 


formed ; Sufferings and Tryals undergone by 


them: which the Glorified are not capable of. 


, Being the fum of a Difcourfe upon a part of 

FHezekiah’s Song of Thankfgiving after his 
Recovery from his Sicknels. By Wiliam 


reacher of the Gofpel. 
Index Biblicus Multijngus Or,a Table to 
the Holy Scripture : wherein each of irs 
Books, Chapters, and divers Matters are di- 
ftinguithed and Epicomized. -Together.with 
fome moft eminent Synchronifms,Parallelifms, 


Reconciliations of places {eeming Contrar. 
dictory , Comparations of Prophefies and 


their fulfillings; a Chronology to every emi- 
are Epocha of time, and a Harmony of the 


our Evangelifts, with a Table referring cach 


Verfe into its due place and harmony, &c. 


_All which, and their refpective Ules, arc 
Plained in the Epitle ths Reader, 
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fold by John Wilkins, 
Small Twelves. 
Drexelins on Eternity, 


A Token for Children: being an 
coune of the Converfion, Holy and Exemplary 
PT ives and Joytul Deaths of feveral young 
Children: by Fames Faneway. 
The Shadow of the Tree of Lifes: Or,a 


7 Difcourfe of Divine Inftitution, and moft 
Effectual Applications of Medicinal Reme- 
dies, in order to che Prefervation of Health, 
by Ff, a. 
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